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Welcome to our Summer edition of the QCC 
Trillium. We want to take this opportunity to 
recognize the 150th anniversary of Ontario 
and Canada. For those who enjoy hiking and 
boating you will find ample opportunities to 
take to the trails and waterways during the 
150 celebrations. Join the thousands who have 
registered for free passes to visit historic sites in 
honour of our country and province’s rich his-
tory. We have included a schedule of some of 

the events and activities on pages 12 and 13 that may attract you dur-
ing this year! We also welcome any pictures and stories that you would 
like to share with QCC members about your participation in any  
150 activity.

Of course, the big event will be the QCC Annual General Meeting in 
Ottawa on June 8th! This will be the first time that the AGM has been 
held outside of Toronto. We welcome all QCC members from the  
Ottawa area to come and participate as well as any members who are 
planning to travel to the nation’s capital during the 150 anniversary.

We know your Summer plans will be even more enjoyable if you 
check out the great savings and discounts before you go! With over 
34 affinity programs and discount partners to choose from, you can 
take advantage of the products and services to our members such 
as Automotive, Travel services; Insurance, Retail, Health and Fitness, 
and Hospitality. Please check the QCC website ontario25.ca for more 
information. 

QCC is pleased to share our recent information sessions that we 
hosted on a range of topics. Working with the Office of the Public 

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 

Guardian and Trustee, Rapport Credit Union and Elder Abuse On-
tario the QCC was pleased to provide these sessions in response to 
surveys that we conducted last Fall. Please take a moment to read the 
overview on page 5. Let us know if you would be interested in seeing 
these free information sessions hosted in other regions. Email us at  
qcclub@ontario25.ca.

With so much going on we want to remind QCC members that May 
is Hearing Awareness month. Please take time to learn the importance 
of maintaining hearing health and take advantage of a free hearing 
assessment.

Looking ahead to the Fall, plans are also underway with our partners 
in the Provincial Interministerial Councils to host regional long service 
recognition events (outside of the GTA) to recognize OPS employees 
reaching 25, 30, 35, 40 and 45 years of service. Retired QCC members 
are also invited. Details were not ready for this publication so we en-
courage you to check our website frequently for updates. 

We’re committed to making Trillium interesting and informative for 
you. And we’d love to hear and share your stories.  

We know, for example, that hundreds, if not thousands, of QCC 
members took the plunge and retired in the past year or two. It 
would be terrific, and even helpful, for others to read about your 
experiences - have you been volunteering, taking courses, revived a 
hobby? Has retirement been an easy or challenging transition? Please 
contact us and let us know about your retirement experiences - we 
would like to write about them and share some of your stories.

Keep connected…Stay healthy and enjoy the Summer!

Glenn Semple, General Manager

Gary Brown, an award winning product adviser with almost       
40 years of TOYOTA experience, is your in-dealer coordinator.    
I pledge to provide QCC members and retirees with special    
corporate pricing* and elevated levels of service on new and   
pre-owned TOYOTA vehicles.                                                         
All new vehicle prices are pre-negotiated providing you with a  
“ ” experience. 

An appointment is required. 
Please contact Gary Brown before you visit. 
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 Information Sessions Recap 

The QCC would like to hold more info sessions in the future,  
including expanding them to the regions. If you have suggestions 
for topics or regions that would like to host the QCC info sessions, 
please contact the QCC at qccclub@ontario25.ca

Pick people you trust for powers of attorney and as executors 
of wills, and make sure they’re willing to take on the roles. 

That was some of the advice from Jackie Luckman of 
the Ministry of the Attorney General’s Office of the Public 

Guardian and Trustee (OPGT) at the QCC’s March information session 
on Estate Planning and Powers of Attorney. 

Jackie and Grace Law, also from the OPGT, outlined steps to con-
sider when planning powers of attorney for personal care, for prop-
erty, and for wills, and they described the role of the Office of the 
Public Guardian and Trustee in Ontario.

A Continuing Power of Attorney for Property addresses your finan-
cial affairs – not just property – so someone can act for you if you 
become mentally incapable. A Power of Attorney for Personal Care 
covers personal decisions such as health care and housing. 

OPGT recommends you make your will with a lawyer, keep it up to 
date and ensure changes are witnessed – not by beneficiaries or the 
spouse of a beneficiary.

The estate planning session was one of several information ses-
sions the QCC hosted recently in Toronto. 

Other sessions included retirement planning meetings in March, 
and an April session by Elder Abuse Ontario. The Building Blocks of 
Retirement session helped put all the financial pieces of retirement 
planning together, said Daniel Der, an HR advisor with the Ministry of 
Government and Consumer Services, who also attended the estate 
planning meeting.

Fabrizio Stirpe, Manager, Financial Planning with Rapport Credit 
Union, presented the retirement session and outlined what people 
can expect as they transition to retirement – including how work-
place pensions, the Canada Pension Plan (CPP), and Old Age Securi-
ty (OAS) work together. The session also looked at basic budgeting 
scenarios, tax implications and planning for severance packages 
and potential OAS claw backs, as well as information about RRIFs 
and other financial planning topics.

“I found it really helpful and timely,” said Daniel, who has been 
with the OPS for 30 years and is considering his retirement plans.

Marta Hajek, Director of Operations with Elder Abuse Ontario, 
meanwhile, told QCC members that while many people find caring 
for the elderly rewarding, it can also be stressful.

Right now, 15 per cent of the population is elderly, she said in her 
presentation on Caring for Elders/Volunteering with Elders. By 
2036, 24 per cent of the Ontario population will be over 65. Marta 
also noted that 29 per cent of our Ontario population are caregivers, 
53 per cent of whom are women – and 27 per cent are aged 55 to 74.

“Caring for the elderly is complex and it can be challenging,” she 
said. “It’s important for caregivers to know there are supports out 
there.” 

“Elder abuse is becoming increasingly common in Canada”, Marta 
added. It’s important to know the warning signs.

QCC member Karen Wierucki said the 
QCC’s Retirement Planning – Health and 
Wellness seminar addressed how to deal 
with the lifestyle and emotional aspects of 
retirement.

Since she retired from the Ontario Legis-
lative library in 2016, Karen said she has been busy with a variety of 
activities. “There’s so much to do,” she said.

This information session explained that “everyone retires differ-
ently,” Karen said. Some people may feel confused or depressed 
when their work lives end. The session dealt with lifestyle planning 
and how to keep engaged, she said. 

Karen also recently attended the estate planning meeting which, she 
said, “hit home for me and spurred me on to do some organizing.”

“I hope they (the QCC) keeps doing these,” she said of the infor-
mation sessions. “They’re an excellent resource.”

L: Fabrizio Stirpe presenting the Retirement 
Planning info session. R: Grace Law  
presenting the Estate Planning and Power  
of Attorney info session
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The 22nd annual QCC Golf Funday was held 
at the Colonnade Golf and Country Club in 
Joyceville on Sept. 12, 2016.

There were 72 golfers in attendance and 
a great day was enjoyed by all. The weather 
was pleasant, the course was in fantastic 
shape and the BBQ chicken was, once again, 
delicious.

The tournament raised over $700 for the 
KGH Child Life fund raising our total to over 
$20,000 in the 16 years we have been con-
tributing. Special thanks to our sponsors and 
prize donors for, once again, providing a tre-
mendous prize table.

This year’s tourney will be held on  
Monday Sept. 11th, at the Colonnade Golf 
and Country Club.

Entry fee is being held at $90.00 which in-
cludes your golf, a seat in a cart, the chicken 
BBQ, a prize and entry to the putting contest.

For more information please contact :  
Stan Barnes: 613-766-6695
Bob Lavigne: 613-384-4539
Heather Dillon: 613-389-6442
Or at blavigne@cogeco.ca

On March 20, 2017 the QCC hosted 
a seminar that was presented by 
Gundi Hodge from Morneau She-

pell. The 3 hour seminar was held at the 
Chelsea Hotel in downtown Toronto and 
the topic of Retirement Planning was dis-
cussed with a group of 50 QCC members. 

The seminar assisted our members 
in improving their retirement income 
potential and savings in addition to pro-
viding a holistic view of the information 
that employees need to take ownership 
of their group retirement programs and 
related benefits.

Some of the related topics that the Retire-
ment Planning seminar touched on were:

set and achieve a retirement savings goal.

investment principles to empower em-
ployees to make the most appropriate 
investment decisions.

overall picture of the various sources of 
retirement income: government, em-
ployer, and personal.

various phases of retirement.

personal planning, disposing of assets, 
and health decisions in the event of se-
rious illness or death.

-
efit and insurance needs at retirement, 
taking into account income protection, 
financial security, and housing.

decisions to consider in advance of 
retirement, including the physical and 
emotional challenges of transitioning 
from work to retirement.

and cognitive changes, challenges, and 
rewards of the aging process.

considerations as retirement nears, 
including how and when to transfer 
retirement savings and how to claim 
government benefits.

Thank you to all of our members who 
registered via Eventbrite to attend this 
seminar. A big thank you to Morneau 
Shepell and their team for offering their 
expertise at this seminar! Stay tuned for 
upcoming seminars by liking us on Face-
book or checking out the QCC news at  
ontario25.ca. 

 Retirement Planning Seminar 
Recap Summer 2017

 Kingston Golf Funday

 MNR Retiree’s Picnic

You are invited to the 32nd Annual Picnic Lunch!
When: Wednesday, August 16th, 2017, 11am - 3pm
Where: Fletcher’s Millpond Picnic Shelter,  
Earl Rowe Provincial Park, Alliston, Ontario.  
(Earl Rowe P.P. is located just west of the Town  
of Alliston and just north of Hwy. 89)

For more information, contact:
George Hamilton 705-489-3225 or  
Brian Swaile 705-424-5378 or  
email brianswaile@xplornet.com.

All Natural Resources Retirees and  
Friends are welcome!
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

I hope you are taking part in the 150 festivi-
ties taking place across the country this year. 
We have a lot to celebrate and be thankful 
for. As public servants we are also proud of 
the contributions we have made collectively 
and individually to make this province strong, 
safe and resourceful. We know it takes a lot 
to make a great nation and a bright future!

Likewise, the Board is continuing to work 
on our strategic plans and building our rela-

tionship with you and our 90,000 QCC members.
As we look towards our AGM being held in Ottawa on June 8th, we 

hope to capture the excitement of the 150th anniversary and take time 
to share our progress and our vision for the future of QCC.

Thanks to the tireless efforts of our Board of Directors over the past 
year we have made great strides as an organization. Here are some 
highlights:

active members and retirees in the QCC;

have introduced for financial accounting and zero based budgeting; 
improved governance and revised by-laws;

website, social media and email system to improve our communica-
tion with you as members that will enhance our relationship with 
you in a timely and effective manner and creating a network for 
members;

sessions provided by Morneau Sheppell in Ottawa and Toronto;

Planning, Financial Planning and Caring for Elders on a pilot basis. 
And based on their success we plan to expand these sessions for 
members across the province; 

needs. Our QCC affinity partners have been engaged throughout 
the year to see what we can do to maximize our buying power as 
an alumni organization to serve you better;

more participation and provide opportunities for programs and 
activities outside of the GTA; 

continue our role as the service provider for Long Service Employee 
Recognition. We appreciate the opportunity to honour public servants 
in a meaningful way at significant milestones.
Our Board of Directors is made up of thirteen active and retired 

members of the OPS and Broader Public Service from across Ontario. 
I have relied on their wealth of experience and rich diversity to sup-
port our ongoing initiatives and to plan for the future of QCC. I also 
want to thank the QCC staff for all the great work they do to serve 
the members as well as the Board of Directors. We appreciate their 
commitment and dedication to the QCC. 

Please contact our QCC Office with your email address so we can 
contact you to keep you updated on our events, new partners and 
offers on a regular basis. 

Please feel free to contact me at qcc.president@ontario25.ca with 
your ideas and comments. And be sure to follow us on Facebook or 
join us on LinkedIn for more details on programs and services in the 
near future. 

Stephen Wright, QCC President

JUNE 15TH MARKS WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARENESS DAY
Elder abuse, whether physical, emotional, 
sexual, financial or neglect, can affect anyone 
regardless of socio-economic background, 
health status or cultural heritage. 

Every case is different, but each has the 
potential to have a devastating impact on 
individuals, carrying significant personal, 
social, and economic implications for victims, 
families and the broader community.

 The need to address the complexity of 
issues of elder abuse and neglect, by those 
whom seniors should be able to trust, is 
growing in urgency because of changing 
demographic trends. As our longevity con-
tinues to increase, Ontario is experiencing an 
unprecedented shift - the number of seniors 
aged 65 + is projected to more than double 
(from 2.1 million to over 4.5 million) by 2036. 
Now more than ever, there is a need to start 
those conversations that will address elder 
abuse, its prevention and societal response. 

Elder Abuse Ontario (EAO) a non-profit 
charitable organization, mandated to imple-
ment the Ontario Strategy to Combat Elder 
Abuse has, since 2002, been helping to 

create a province where seniors are free 
from abuse, have a strong voice, are safe 
and feel respected.  Regional Consultants 
across Ontario, work diligently to help build 
public awareness of this multi-faceted social 
challenge through education, knowledge 
exchange sessions and the training of pro-
fessionals and front-line service providers to 
build capacity for prevention and appropri-
ate response. 

The “It’s Not Right”, Family, Friends and 
Neighbours campaign, in partnership with 
Western University, EAO and the Ministry of 
Seniors Affairs, helps educate Ontarians of all 
ages, how to recognize the warning signs of 
abuse and to respond safely and effectively.  
www.itsnotright.ca 

EAO would like to formally welcome QCC 
to our growing community of stakeholders 
and supporters. One of the missions of the 
QCC is to “recognize, support and honour 
members’ volunteer service to the people 
of Ontario”. As such we embrace your par-
ticipation, whether as volunteers or philan-
thropic supporters. Engagement opportuni-

ties are plentiful - from becoming a presenter 
and advocate for the “It’s Not Right”, Family, 
Friends and Neighbours campaign or facilitat-
ing a ‘Tea & Talk’ workshop or connecting 
with older adults at the many wellness fairs 
and events across Ontario. 

 Please consider sharing your talents and 
joining us in building public awareness and 
education in communities to help seniors feel 
more safe and respected. 

June 15th marks World Elder Abuse Aware-
ness Day. Get involved with friends and 
families - Wear Purple and help us make a 
difference! #WEAAD2017.  

Contact us at 416-916-6728 or at  
www.elderabuseontario.com. 

JOIN OUR COMMUNITY!
#EAO #WEAAD2017 #ItsNotRight 

www.facebook.com/ElderAbuseOntario/

www.instagram.com/elderabuseontario/

https://twitter.com/ElderAbuseOnt
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ABRAMS, DONALD – passed away on Mar. 7, 2016 after suffering 
from numerous health issues. He retired to Welland, Ontario.  He is 
survived by his wife Janice and daughter Katherine.  He worked as 
a Corrections officer for the Ministry of Corrections at Mimico Cor-
rectional Center from 1979 to his retirement in 1996.  He is dearly 
missed.

ALLINGHAM, ROSEMARIE – passed away Jan. 25, 2017. She re-
tired in 2008 after working for 44 years at MGCS Registrar General 
office. She will be greatly missed by her friend Patricia Churchill and 
all her neighbours and friends.

BENNETT, DONALD WAYNE – passed away on Dec. 24, 2016.  
Wayne joined the OPP at Perth DHQ as a Civilian Radio Operator 
(CRO) in 1967, and transferred to Brockville Detachment Radio 
Room in 1974.  Re-organization  in 1990 saw him returned to Perth 
as a R.O.2 with District 10 OPP Communications. Early retirement 
saw Wayne as a Fire Dispatcher with Leeds & Grenville Counties / 
Townships Fire Dispatch.  Survived by wife, Louise & step-children 
Julie Chartrand, Natalie and Melanie Joncas, and his brother Kerry.

DESORMEAU, ARTHUR J. – passed away in Nov. 2016. He 
worked with MTO for 37 years and retired as a Supervisor in 1992. 
He is survived by his wife Lucille, children Lise (tim), Nicole (Gord) 
and grandchildren Lindsay, Laura and Braeden.

GOKHAN, ASKIN – passed away on Jan. 19, 2017. Askin was em-
ployed by the Ministry of Natural Resources, as Graphic Designer for 
more than 25 years, having created many Provincial Park logos as 
well as many brochure and report designs, among countless other 
creative projects for the ministry during his career. Askin is survived 
by his wife Goknil, his daughter Melody and his granddaughter Si-
enna. He is missed dearly by family and friends.

GURNEY, GEOFFREY – passed away on Feb. 2, 2017. Beloved 
husband of Lorraine, loving father of Kiersten (Jim) Drynan and 
Robyn Taylor. Cherished grandad of Jake, Paige, Tate, Peyton and 
Atty. Geoff worked in Planning and Design at the Ministry of Trans-
portation in North Bay until his retirement.

IN MEMORIAM

THE QCC WOULD LIKE TO SEND OUR DEEPEST CONDOLENCES TO ALL OF OUR MEMBERS 
WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONES. IF YOU HAVE AN OBITUARY FOR A QCC MEMBER THAT 
YOU WOULD LIKE PUBLISHED IN OUR QUARTERLY TRILLIUM MAGAZINE, PLEASE SEND  
THE OBITUARY TO: QCCLUB@ONTARIO25.CA. ALTERNATIVELY, YOU CAN SEND IT TO  
THE QCC OFFICE AT: 2 CARLTON STREET, SUITE 620, TORONTO, ONTARIO, M7A 0B7

IVES, ALBERT FRANCIS – passed away Mar. 25, 2017. Beloved 
husband of 65 years to Betty (nee Harris). Loving father of Douglas 
(Cindy), Kathryn (Gregory) and Joanne (Dan). Formerly employed by 
Ontario Hydro, now Hydro One. 

KARN, GARY DOUGLAS – passed away Feb. 18, 2017 at the age of 
71. Loving father of Likezo (Lunga) and Liseli. Grandfather of Dorian, 
Onelisa and Akhile. Gary is survived by his brother Murray and pre-
deceased by his parents Douglas and Florence. Gary will be fondly 
remembered by his many other family and friends.

MACLEAN, ANGUS DONALD – passed away on Mar. 5, 2017. Don 
retired from the MTO in 1999. He worked as a project supervisor in 
Thunder Bay except for two years where he worked in the Downs-
view Office from 1975-76. Don will be remembered by his wife Mar-
garet of 51 years, his relatives and many travel friends worldwide.

PARE, ERNEST SAMUEL – passed away on May 20, 2016. Loving 
husband of Gayle (nee Bain) for 62 years. Cherished father of Michael 
(Mary), Jeffrey (Jennifer) and Catherine. Proud grandfather of Mi-
chelle, Jessica, Mason and great grandfather of Myles. Ernest served 
in the US Air Force after he graduated from Assumption College. He 
started his career with Windsor Medical Services and went on to work 
for OHIP in Windsor and Ottawa until his retirement in 1994.

SHERMAN, RICHARD WILLIAM – passed away Feb. 24, 2017 at 
65 years of age. Dedicated service to the MNR in Sault Ste. Marie for 
30 years. Retired 2011. Survived by wife Jocelyn and son Nicholas.

SOTNICK, MARY OLGA – passed away Jan. 14, 2017 at age 93.  
Mary was an administrative assistant to the Deputy Minister of Com-
munity and Social Services.  She worked for six Deputy Ministers.  
Mary retired in 1983 and enjoyed over 30 years of happy, healthy re-
tirement. She is missed by her three sons.

WHITAKER, JOHN (JACK) ERNEST (OPP Badge #2054) – passed 
away on Mar. 4, 2016. Jack served his entire career with the Orillia 
Detachment before retiring as Senior Constable in 1996. Jack is sur-
vived by his wife Nancy and his sons Scott, Don and Tom. 

And it’s meant to be discovered.

Our experienced travel counsellors are standing by to answer any questions you may have and help you choose a tour that’s right for 
you.  Call us toll-free at 1-800-268-3492.  We look forward to welcoming you on one of our tours in the very near future.

Our last brochure for 2017 will be available shortly which features the remainder of 
our fall and Holiday Season tours, cruises for the winter 2018.  

Our winter cruises to the sunny Caribbean, Panama Canal and Hawaii are always a 
sure bet, providing plenty of relaxation, top of the line amenities and activities and of 
course endless dining options.  River cruising in Europe is a great option that allows 
the opportunity to see small towns, villages and countryside as you float along the en-

chanting Rhine, fairy-tale Danube or the lovely waterways of Holland and Belgium dur-
ing the colourful Tulip Time. Our more exotic cruises to South America, Australia and 
Tahiti offer unique experiences, and we are pleased to introduce a brand new cruise 
of the Indian Ocean from Mumbai to fascinating ports of call in southern India, Sri 
Lanka and the incredible Maldives.  Whatever destination peaks your interest, cruising 
is a glorious way to travel and we urge you to book early as space sells out quickly.

The world is beautiful. 
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FEATURE

INSPIRATION VILLAGE 
May 20 – September 4 
Rising in the streets of the historic ByWard Market 
district, Inspiration Village will be built of sea con-

tainers transformed into an aesthetic artistic installation – and will be a 
summer-long hub for special exhibitions and performances showcas-
ing Canada’s provinces and territories. 

KONTINUUM – AN UNDERGROUND 
JOURNEY THROUGH TIME 
Late-June – Mid-September 
This immersive multimedia production, created by 

none other than Moment Factory, will unfold in one of Ottawa’s future 
Light Rail Transit (LRT) stations. Spectators will be transported into the 
future through a dimensional rift where the divide between the digital 
and physical realms is bridged. Get ready to elevate your senses and 
awaken your imagination as you experience a parallel reality where 
you will need to choose your own path to discovery. 

INTERPROVINCIAL PICNIC ON THE 
BRIDGE 
July 2 
The historic Royal Alexandra Bridge will be trans-

formed into a lush green haven, where families and friends can picnic 
on the grass and enjoy majestic views of the Ottawa River. 

SKY LOUNGE
July 7 – 22 
If you’re a foodie and unafraid of heights, get on-
board for Sky Lounge, an exclusive culinary light 

of fancy that will take you 150 feet in the air over City Hall to discover 
Ottawa’s new dining like never before. 

LA MACHINE 
July 27 – 30 
A North American first, La Machine will captivate 
audiences with its ambulatory urban theatre as a 

giant dragon and spider roam the streets of downtown Ottawa. It’ll be 
excitement on a giant scale!

CANADA’S TABLE
August 27
An unprecedented culinary experience where 
Canada’s world-class food, wine and hospitality 

will be showcased at a single, 1000-person, open-air table on Wel-
lington Street. This succulent event is presented in collaboration with 
Restauranteur Stephen Beckta and Chef Mike Moffatt of Beckta, Play, 
and Gezeling restaurants, along with Sheila Whyte of Thyme & Again 
Catering. For this once-in-a-lifetime culinary experience, ten top local 

chefs will partner with ten top chefs from five regions across Canada to 
stage a legendary four-course dinner with wine pairings in the shadow 
of Canada’s iconic Parliament Buildings.

YOWTTAWA
August 21
This large-scale outdoor music event will feature 
national and international entertainment of the 

highest caliber as a tribute to Canada at Lansdowne Park.

OTTAWA WELCOMES THE WORLD SERIES
All year
Embassies and high commissions will mark their 
country’s national celebration with a series of world-

class free events at Lansdowne Park. Each country will celebrate 
their culture through food tasting, musical celebrations, artistic per-
formances and more! This celebration of Canada’s diversity and our 
rich multicultural heritage will promote and strengthen ties between 
nations on the occasion of Canada’s 150 anniversary. 

IGNITE 150 SERIES 
All year
This series of 17 epic stunts and happenings that 
will turbo-charge every corner of the capital in 

2017. Examples include: 
CHEF FEST July CHEF FEST is designed to bring together many of our 
favourite things including our love of food, our passion for dance and 
our ability to laugh. 
OYSTER GARDEN September An oyster feast in a multimedia garden 
on the roof of the Canadian War Museum. Presented in collaboration 
with Powerhouse. 
SCAVENGER HUNT September A shotgun staggered start, Canadiana 
themed city-wide hunt using current affairs and 150 years of our 
country’s iconic history. Presented in collaboration with Escape Manor. 

AGRI 150 SERIES 
All year
Awaken your senses and indulge in the pure 
beauty of rural Ottawa with Agri 150. More than 20 

unique one-day outdoor events will take place over the course of the 
year. Sample experiences: 
BOOTLEG BOAT CRUISE May 27, June 10 
Highlighting taboo/illegal food and drink across the 150 years in 
Canada complete with music across the 150 years in partnership with 
Ottawa Music Industry Association, a theatrical performance to tell the 
story of taboo food. 
WINE AND WORDS TOUR July 15
Tour of Ottawa’s four wineries - sample local wines paired with local 
cheeses and other canapés. At each stop a local author or story-teller 
will entertain with a passage that reflects the landscape

OTTAWA IS MAKING 2017 A YEAR  
TO REMEMBER – CANADA 150 EVENT GUIDE
Ottawa 2017 is the not-for-profit group planning a full-year of dynamic experiences  
to celebrate Canada’s 150th anniversary. Below is a summary of some of the events.  
For the full listing, please visit Ottawa2017.ca.



Q: WHAT DO YOU DO AT THE OPS?
As an IT architect I participate in various 

business (e.g. the recently implemented 

Senior Income Testing (SIT) project for the 

Drugs Program) and infrastructure projects 

(e.g. running procurements for software). I 

also have the opportunity to get involved in 

emerging technologies such as Cloud and 

Cognitive Computing and become something 

of an evangelist for approaches like these 

which have the potential to radically impact 

our IT operations and improve our ability to 

respond to the IT needs of our business areas.

Q: ARE THERE ANY PROJECTS YOU HAVE 
WORKED ON OR ARE CURRENTLY WORKING 
ON THAT YOU ARE PARTICULARLY PROUD OF?
Some years ago I had an idea for a way 

to formally introduce the practice of ar-

chitecture into the Cluster. It remained 

dead in the water for some months until 

I mentioned it to a manager I knew and 

respected who, perhaps because he was 

professionally and personally close to the 

CIO,  sponsored me and helped me form a 

small working group to develop an archi-

tecture user guide.

The working group included a couple of 

managers, junior staff and architects. What 

made the experience rather unique was that 

we operated as peers and met on that basis 

for most of a Friday, every other week (one 

time in Toronto and another in Kingston) 

and over the span of a year,finally put 

together a near final draft of a user guide 

that ultimately became the architecture 

roadmap for the Cluster.  Aside from the 
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success, it was one of the most enjoyable and 

fruitful collaborations I had undertaken in 

my career.

Edwin reads a lot, for work and for pleasure, 
current affairs and fiction. He is also an extreme 
dog walker who loves to take walks with his 
Border Collie - Australian Shepherd mix. 

In his spare time he is also pretty active in his 
local church. He used to take care of the 100+ 
Altar Servers and now the Lectors. He also 
enjoys supporting and participating in the OPS 
Federated Health and United Way campaigns. 

If you or someone you know is a QCC 
member and would like to be featured 
in an upcoming issue of the QCC Trillium 
magazine for the QCC Member Profile 
section, please contact Communica-
tions Administrator, Kevin Man, by email 
kevin.man@ontario25.ca or by phone 
416.325.1333 x 2005.

Edwin Lang – Technology Architect,  
MOHLTC Health Services I&IT Cluster (HSC) Division

MEMORIES OF THE OPS

In this issue, we have featured a picture that was submitted 
by Vern Francis, a QCC member who retired after 26 years of 
service with the OPS and worked for the Ministry of Trans-
portation as a driver examiner.

Vern is pictured here sometime in the early 1980’s in this large 
military vehicle. He was called by the General Motors plant in 
London stating that they needed a person with a Class “D” driver’s 
license to deliver a vehicle to a military base and he agreed to as-
sist. To his surprise, he was asked to drive and deliver the vehicle 
pictured but rest assured, he was properly trained and prepared 
prior to operating the vehicle.

Vern still recalls the surprised look on the locals’ faces after see-
ing this large military vehicle cruising through their streets! 

Thank you for sharing your photo, the QCC will be sending 
you a gift card. If you have photos you would like to share, send 
your pics via email to qcclub@ontario25.ca or via mail to Quarter 
Century Club, 2 Carlton Street, Suite 620, Toronto, ON, M5B 1J3. If 
your picture is published, you will receive a gift card!

Vern Francis pictured 
in a military vehicle 
he was asked to de-
liver to the GM plant 
in London

Promo Code:
MAG-USP-QCC

ListenUP! Canada has teamed up with Quarter Century Club to make 

DISCOUNT OFF

promotional pricing sold at 
ListenUP! Canada and HearingLife 

AIR MILES® REWARD MILES
(compared with up to 1,000 

miles for non-members) with the 
purchase of select brand-name 

WE LOVE OUR QCC MEMBERS

Call 1-888-295-0316
hearingcarepartners.org/qcc to book 
your FREE hearing test today!
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Volunteer with City Cultural Events
Meet us and learn more about our events at a Volunteer Recruitment Session!

For more information contact
Fiona Lucas, Coordinator of Volunteer Management

City Hall: 100 Queen Street West at Bay Street, at the northwest corner.
Metro Hall: 55 John Street, southeast corner at King West, 2 blocks west of University Avenue.

We provide volunteers with a workplace that complies with the Ontario Human Rights Code,  
the City of Toronto Human Rights and Anti- Harassment Policy, and the City of Toronto’s Access and Equity Policy.

Roles Open to Volunteers

Information for Prospective Volunteers 2017

Requirements

 

 
unable to accept the applicant at that time, although reapplication in the future is welcomed.

Date   Location



CELEBRATE CANADA 150! 
NATIONAL PARKS  
FREE ADMISSION IS HERE!
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2017 is the 150th anniversary of Confedera-
tion. As Canada’s gift to you, the 2017 Discov-
ery Pass will provide free admission for the 
entire year to Parks Canada places from coast 
to coast to coast.

Find adventure, fun for the whole family 
or a short break from the everyday. There’s 
never been a better time to make your Parks 
Canada dream a reality!

National Parks are a country-wide system 
of representative natural areas of Canadian 
significance. By law, they are protected for 
public understanding, appreciation and 
enjoyment, while being maintained in an 
unimpaired state for future generations. Na-
tional Parks have existed in Canada for well 
over a century.

Start planning your next visit at parks-
canada.gc.ca/visit.

The 2017 Parks Canada Discovery Pass 
provides unlimited entry to all participating 
national parks, national marine conservation 
areas and national historic sites administered 
by Parks Canada.

For those that enjoy boating or canoeing, the 
seasonal lockage permit is also free for 2017!

It allows passage through lock systems on 
all of Parks Canada’s national historic canals 
throughout the entire 2017 navigation season. 

In Ontario:

 
Historic Site

Expect a surge of visitors to be taking advan-
tage of these free pass perks this summer and 
all year long. If you haven’t started planning 
your trip yet, don’t hesitate as spaces will fill 
up fast!

Make sure to keep in mind that the free 
parks pass applies to National Parks only. 
For a list of all National Parks across Canada, 
please visit https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np 
for more information.

Top National Parks in Ontario
Many of our members are wondering which 
parks they should visit and some of the more 
popular parks that are included with the free 
pass are:

Please be sure to plan your visit and check 
for availability before heading to any of the 
parks as space will be limited.

Keep in mind that the free pass takes up to 
8 weeks to be mailed to you, so take that into 
consideration and plan accordingly.

If you plan on making use of your pass this 
year, the QCC would love to see your photos 
or read about your trip. Send us some details 
or pics of your National Park getaway and we 
may publish it in a future issue! Contact Kevin 
Man, Communications Administrator via email 
at kevin.man@ontario25.ca for any submissions.

 June is  
    Seniors Month!

June marks the 33rd anniversary of 
Seniors’ Month in Ontario. To recog-
nize the important role seniors play in 
our communities, this years celebra-
tion will be under the theme of “Living 
Your Best Life.”

The celebrations in June will high-
light how our seniors have built our 
communities and continue to con-
tribute their time and talents in many 
ways.

Seniors Ontario is asking all munici-
palities to proclaim June as Seniors’ 
Month, and encourages you to sup-
port your municipality in recognizing 
seniors in your community.

They would also like to encourage 
you to work with your MPP(s) and mu-
nicipal officials to host Seniors’ Month 
events in your community. Ontario 
Seniors would be happy to help you 
promote your event via social me-
dia. Please send your event details to  
infoseniors@ontario.ca.

Two years ago Seniors Ontario intro-
duced a Twitter account to Ontario’s 
seniors and they were impressed 
by the enthusiastic response to the 
online campaign. If you haven’t al-
ready done so, please follow them  
@OntSeniors or visit (and like) their 
new Facebook page: facebook.com/
SeniorsOntario, where you’ll find even 
more ways to share, stay up-to-date 
and get involved with other seniors in 
your community.

For more information on Seniors’ 
Month and other supports for se-
niors, please visit the Ministry website 
at www.ontario.ca/seniors.
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YOUR GUIDE TO ONTARIO150

The summer of 2017 is shaping up 
to be one of endless opportunities, 
with a multitude of ways to connect 
with our neighbours, our commu-

nity, our province and our country.
2017 is the 150th anniversary of Confedera-

tion. As an original partner, Ontario is marking 
2017 with a huge array of events and initia-
tives to encourage all of us to honour our past, 
celebrate our present, and set the stage for an 
even more exciting tomorrow.

Ontario150 is supporting hundreds of pro-
grams that recognize what makes our prov-
ince so great: innovation, opportunity, and 
diversity. Whether you’re a foodie or a nature 
lover, a cyclist or an armchair athlete, there is 
something special for you to do this summer 
to mark 2017.

If you want to spend part of this sesquicen-
tennial summer exploring more of Ontario, 
why not do it on two wheels? There are 80,000 
kilometres of cycling trails waiting to be ex-
plored and, thanks to Ontario150 funding to 
the Waterfront Regeneration Trust, it will now 
be possible to cycle from Toronto to Sault 
Ste. Marie.

Luminato 2017 runs June 14 to 25 in To-
ronto and the 2017 edition will include a new 
multimedia performance that respectfully 
celebrates the culture and history of Canada’s 
Indigenous people. 

You can take a virtual trip across Canada 
without leaving home. SESQUI opens June 
21 in Toronto’s Regent Park before stopping 
in London, Richmond Hill, Kingston, Sault Ste. 
Marie, and Thunder Bay. The SESQUI dome 
tour will bring a 9k, 360°, 20 minute long 
film called HORIZON to people across the 
province, offering a backstage pass to some 
of the most beautiful places in Canada. You 
will feel as if you have a front row seat as you 
are enveloped by the Northern Lights in the 
Northwest Territories. 

You can also salute Canada’s national 
summer sport at the Bagattaway Lacrosse  
Festival, which runs June 24-25 at Sainte-
Marie among the Hurons. It’s a chance to visit 

the site of one of the first recorded accounts 
of this Indigenous game, try your hand at a 
skills competition and meet members of the 
Toronto Rock. 

People in the Parry Sound, French River, 
Nipissing, and Sudbury areas should take 
in the Dokis First Nation’s 17th Annual  
Traditional Pow Wow on June 24 & 25. 
It will highlight the proud history, people, 
accomplishments and focus on the commu-
nity’s past, present and future.

Brockville Hydroplane Racing is marking 
Ontario 150th by hosting the 1000 Islands 
Regatta June 30 to July 3. The festival in-
cludes Hydroplane racing, antique boat show 
and vintage racing as well as music, magi-
cians and street performers, gourmet food 
and Canadian crafts. 

Nothing says summer like a picnic and the 
biggest one in the country will be on July 
2nd, where residents and visitors from both 
sides of the Ottawa River enjoy a Canadian 
first: an Interprovincial Picnic on the  
Alexandra Bridge. 

Dungannon salutes their past with a  
professional rodeo July 15 & 16 showcas-
ing the history of the sport in the area.

From July 16 to 22, the 2017 North Ameri-
can Indigenous Games (NAIG), the largest 
continental sporting and cultural gathering of 
Indigenous people will take place in Toronto. 
The games will welcome more than 5,000 
athletes, 2,000 volunteers and spectators and 
dignitaries from across North America. NAIG 
is dedicated to improving the quality of life 
for Indigenous youth through the unifying 
power of sport and celebration of distinct 
cultural heritage. 

From July 6 to September 6, Sudbury will 
host an expanded version of The Northern 
Lights Festival Boreal including “Aborigi-
nality: A Celebration of Canadian Aboriginal 
Music,” a special event focusing on the rich 
and diverse continuum of Aboriginal music 
in Canada.

Learn more about the history of our na-
tional symbol at Toronto’s Market Gallery 

from July 22 to November. The Maple Leaf 
Forever is an artifact-rich exhibition that will 
explore how Torontonians have helped shape 
the maple leaf as Canada’s leading national 
symbol over the past 150 years. 

A spectacular piece of ambulatory urban 
theatre is coming to downtown Ottawa. Run-
ning from July 27 to 30, La Machine, will 
make its North American debut, featuring a 
fire-breathing dragon and a huge spider, the 
“baby” of Maman, the sculpture outside the 
National Gallery of Canada. 

Music fans should mark July 29th on their 
calendars for With Glowing Hearts, a 
multimedia museum installation and concert 
focusing on Ontario’s rich history and culture 
at The Elora Festival. 

Hungry? Head out to the Toronto Food 
Truck Festival at Woodbine Park August 4 
to 7 including daily seminars by celebrity Chef 
Rob Rainford.

The Rails to Trails Festival takes place in 
Brockville August 10 to 13, including guided 
tours through Canada’s first railway tunnel, 
First Nation’s traditional games and vintage 
rides, and a Victorian-inspired slide show. 

The Bytown Blues Rugby Football Club is 
hosting the opening ceremony at the World 
Vintage Rugby Carnival on August 20 & 
21. Fans will celebrate Canada’s history of 
the game, as well as, learn and experience 
Indigenous culture through music and dance 
presentations.

You can do more than be part of the  
Ontario150 audience. You can be part of the 
action and help Ontarians build special mem-
ories of this sesquicentennial by volunteering, 
either for NAIG or the Invictus Games, or for 
an Ontario150 event in your local community. 
There are 362 Community Celebrations taking 
place in villages, towns, and cities across the 
province. Organizers would love your help.

Visit the Ontario150 website to learn more 
about all the exciting ways you and your fam-
ily can be involved and celebrate the Summer 
of ’17 in your own backyard or on the other 
side of the province.
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CALENDAR

MAY 12

QCC TRILLIUM SUMMER SUBMISSION DEADLINE 

JUNE 8

72ND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: OTTAWA, ON 

AUGUST 11

QCC TRILLIUM FALL SUBMISSION DEADLINE 

AUGUST 16

MNR RETIREES PICNIC 

OCTOBER 27

QCC TRILLIUM WINTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE 

SEPT/OCT 2017

PIC EVENTS

The QCC is always excited to receive all of your photos and 
see where the Trillium magazine has travelled to! Over 
the years the Trillium magazine has travelled to several 
continents, above ground, under water and in all weather 

conditions. 
Thanks for making the magazine part of your vacations. We hope 
to continue to receive all of your travel photos with the Trillium 
magazine so we can share them in every issue.

1. Angela Pinto – is a QCC member with the Ministry of Advanced 
Education and Skills Development (formerly known as Ministry of 
Training, Colleges and Universities). She is pictured here with the 
QCC Trillium taken at Cavendish beach in PEI where she travelled 
with her family for a fun filled vacation to the Maritimes. 

2. Darlene Boisvenue – is a retired QCC member with 34 years of 
service with the Ministry of Advanced Education and Skills Devel-
opment. She is pictured at the beautiful Navy Beach in Thailand 
where she took her daughter on vacation to visit her brother. 

3. Leslie Hurst – is a retired QCC member from the Ministry of Ad-
vanced Education and Skills Development.  She recently travelled 
with her husband to visit friends in Newfoundland for the first 
time. This picture is taken in Cow Head at the north end of Gros 
Morne National Park where they hiked approx. 4 km along the 
Light House trail to arrive at Point of the Head (pictured). They 
enjoyed amazing scenery and were greeted by friendly people 
everywhere.  

4. John Salo – The picture is of John Salo (L) and Peter Sturdy (R) in 
the island nation of the Republic of Mauritius. John was visiting 
Peter and his wife Kelly. John and Peter have both retired from 
the Ontario Public Service in the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry. Peter retired as the Ontario Parks’ Southwest Zone Man-
ager out of London in 2008. John took Peter’s place in London in 
2009 and retired in 2015. The picture was taken on the beachfront 
at Pereybere on the northern coast of Mauritius.

5. Kathleen White – is a retired QCC member who worked for the 
Ministry of the Attorney General, Court Services Division, for 36 
years. She and her husband travelled on a two week vacation to 
Amsterdam, Holland.  They were amongst the 4.5 million visitors 

who visit Amsterdam yearly to see the congested canals, bicycles 
and museums. She explains that it truly is a very historic scenic 
city. Kathleen is pictured holding the QCC Trillium magazine taken 
by the Rijksmuseum and the “Iamsterdam” sign.

6. Wendy Berry – is a retired QCC member who is pictured here 
kayaking with The Trillium on beautiful Deer Bay, near Younge’s 
Point, Ontario. She enjoys her retirement by camping at Spring 
Rock Park. Wendy is a recent retiree from the Ministry of Health 
and Long Term Care and is loving life as a retiree! 

Thank you for sharing your photos with us and including the QCC 
Trillium magazine in your travels. We will be sending a gift card out 
for your submissions. If you would like to send in a submission for 
this section, simply snap a picture of yourself with the QCC Trillium 
magazine on your travels, tell us where you are in the picture and 
send it in. If we publish your picture in a future issue, the QCC will 
send you a gift card! Send your pics via email to qcclub@ontario25.ca 
or via mail to Quarter Century Club, 2 Carlton Street, Suite 620,  
Toronto, ON, M5B 1J3.

TAKE THE TRILLIUM
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QCC member relatives currently in school receive a helping hand!  We are extremely proud to announce that the 

children/grandchildren of QCC members have been named recipient/s of the 2016 Johnson Scholarship. 

Congratulations to:

 Benjamin Hall (Child of QCC member David Hall), is enrolled in 
 Wilfred Laurier University in Business, Math and Economics programs. 

   

 Julie Hauth (Child of QCC member Dean Hauth) is enrolled in 
 Lakehead University in the Mechanical Engineering program. 

 Youth Award in May 2016.   

The winners will each receive a $1,000 bursary to use towards tuition, textbooks and other post-secondary 

expenses while attending university or college this year.

Through the program, Johnson Inc. – our travel insurance and home and auto insurance provider - awarded 

customers across the country. 

For many Canadian students, the jump from high school to post-secondary education signals a thrilling 

transition into adulthood. Along with the excitement and independence, however, come new responsibilities 

like paying for tuition, textbooks and basic daily essentials. To help Canadian students achieve their goals, 

Johnson has awarded scholarships valued at more than $1 million since 1998.

Applications shall be submitted on the completion of the applicant’s graduating year of high school.  

Please see the online application form or to obtain full requirements and submission instructions.  If you 

require further information about Johnson’s scholarship program, please call toll free 1-866-544-2673 or email 

scholarshipfund@johnson.ca. 



Celebrating 150 and You

The 2017 Annual General Meeting of the Ontario Public Service 
Quarter Century Club will take place on Thursday, June 8, 2017 
from 3:30 pm to 7 pm at the Novotel Hotel Ottawa,  
33 Nicolas Street, Ottawa. Registration begins at 3:00 pm.

The AGM is held in accordance with the QCC By-laws to conduct the following business: reading of the 
financial reports; election of directors; appointment of the auditor; acceptance of revised by-laws and any 
other business that may properly be brought before the Board.

For the election of directors to the Board, the nominating committee prepares a report of its nominations 
for the next year’s Board and presents it at the AGM. 

Come and enjoy an evening with your fellow QCC members. The event will also include:
Wine and Cheese, Guest Speakers, Conversation Café to tell us what QCC can do for you.

Did you know?
 

webinar

the QCC website)

AGM not less than 10 days before June 8, 2017. The Board shall include the proposal in the notice of 
the meeting.

 

72nd Annual General Meeting
Thursday June 8th, 2017


