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and we are reaching out to members to learn how we can better 
serve and communicate with you.  Can you spare a few minutes?

It’s survey time again at QCC

Just go to ontario25.ca and click on the link to fill out the survey. 
The 35 easy questions can be completed in minutes. Members 
completing the survey cannot be identified and it is completely 
confidential. 

We hope you will consider completing the survey 
and thank you in advance for your participation.

Members who recently attended recognition 
events in their regions will have already completed 
paper copies of the survey.  Please note that QCC 
would be happy to send a paper copy of the survey 
to other members who do not have access to a com-
puter.  Please call the QCC office at (416) 325 1333 
for more information.
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Thank you for reading the Winter QCC Trillium. 
We hope you are enjoying this festive time of year 
with family or friends. We appreciate hearing that 
the Trillium magazine keeps our members feel-
ing connected and that it highlights the important 
activities of the QCC. Please keep sending us your 
Take the Trillium pictures and sharing your memo-
ries of the OPS. I am so pleased when I hear from 
friends and colleagues who say they look forward 

to reading the Trillium!! 
The QCC is a not for profit corporation that honours and recognizes 

long service and excellence. For over 70 years, the QCC has provided 
recognition to employees and retirees like you who have dedicated 
yourselves to public service. Did you know that the QCC depends on 
the membership use of our affinity programs as well as our agreement 
to deliver the Long Service Program to the OPS? So we encourage you 
to use the savings and benefits you get with your free QCC membership!

It has been a very busy few months since our last edition and there is 
a lot to share with you. 

It was a great pleasure to host the PIC/QCC Long Service Recogni-
tion events starting in Thunder Bay in late September, and in Sudbury, 
Guelph, and Kingston through October and concluding in Vaughan, 
November 1st. These gatherings are all about celebrating and giving rec-
ognition to OPS staff as well as providing an opportunity for participants 
to connect with their peers. You will find a recap on page 5 of the events 
and the exciting guest speaker. 

QCC continues to provide special events to serve members’ needs. 
We hosted a Retirement Planning session delivered by Morneau Shepell, 
a noted benefits consulting and administration consultancy, in Ottawa 
on October 6th. This was a free half day seminar entitled “Retirement 
Planning – Health and Wellness” which focused on the physical and 
emotional challenges of transitioning to retirement, the rewards of aging 
through the decades and provided an overview of important consider-
ations in the approach to retirement. We would like to hear from you 
if we should consider expanding these sessions. Please see page 6 for 
more insight.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 

A appointment is required. 
Please contact Gary Brown before you visit. 

QCC also hosted a webinar on October 19th in collaboration with Telus 
on Internet and Smartphone Security (see page 5). This is a topic of inter-
est to many so please let us know if you want to access more information 
on electronic privacy safeguards in the future. QCC sees providing these 
kinds of events as a needed and evolving service to members. To that end, 
we are considering a variety of learning offerings that may include topics 
such as: estate planning, smart aging, caring for loved ones, caregiver 
burnout and healthy living. 

We want to introduce you to two QCC members, Patricia Wisdom and 
Roger Chenard on page 10. Please see their stories on what they do and 
how they share their talents and passion. We hope you will enjoy reading 
this new section of the Trillium and consider sharing highlights of your 
career and dedication to public service!

One such story that we are bringing to you in this edition was submit-
ted by Fred Maindonald on page 12 on how he won a lottery only to turn 
his windfall into helping children in Ghana, Africa. This inspiring feature 
highlights the essence of service to others and helps to change the world 
one child at a time.

As QCC works to improve our methods of communicating with you and 
maintaining relationships with members, we are exploring other ways of 
connecting with you in addition to the quarterly Trillium magazine. We 
are fully underway with initiatives to help us frame our future thinking on 
member offerings and how to more effectively communicate with you. 

With assistance from CriticalCommunications Inc., we have launched a 
member survey to better understand your needs and preferences for con-
tent across our print and electronic media such as the website and social 
media platforms. We need your input and involvement! Each year we reach 
out to members to learn how we can serve and communicate with you 
better. Look for the link to the QCC Member Survey 2016 on our website. 

And if you live in, or are visiting, the Toronto area, please join us for 
our Annual Yuletide celebration. It would be great to see you. Also, be 
sure to follow us on Facebook or join us on LinkedIn for more details on 
programs and services in the near future.

Keep connected…Stay healthy and enjoy the Winter!

Glenn Semple, General Manager
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On October 19, 2016 the QCC held a 
webinar hosted by Telus WISE (Wise 
Internet and Smartphone Education). 
The topic of the webinar was Internet 
and Smartphone security. Quite a few 
QCC members logged in from 2-3pm 
and joined us for the online informa-
tional webinar.

In the growing age of technology, we 
are looking to help our members stay 
informed with issues that affect their 
privacy and security online. We hope 
that all of you that joined us, were able 
to take away some valuable informa-
tion to keep you and your families safe 
while online.

We hope to offer some more webi-
nars in the near future so be sure to 
stay tuned for future topics such as:

stay up to date with our latest events.
If you have any questions regarding 

the Telus WISE webinars, please feel 
free to contact wise@telus.com for 
more info.

 PIC Events recap 

 QCC Webinar 
hosted by  
Telus WISE

organize the 2016 long service recogni-
tion events which honour and recognize 

35th and 40+ years of service in 2016. 

up regionally to give active and retired 

opportunity to attend one of the events 
that have become so popular over the 
years. 

and Conference Centre. The Western region event was held in Guelph on October 20th at the 

-
cil Chairs and volunteer committee members was very well thought out and executed.

speech provides attendees with strategies to reach optimal health and wellness. With her 

events to help commemorate and congratulate each person that joined us. Glenn also spoke 
-

their milestones in 2016 and to all the retirees who joined us for the events. 

i-
e 

-
tinuous effort to improve the Trillium, the QCC is always encouraging our  
members to submit articles, photos, stories or ideas they have to make The Trillium 
magazine more enjoyable.

If you have something you would like to share, please contact the QCC Communi-

at 416.325.1333 ext 2005 to discuss your submission.

Call to
 Actio

n!



 Retirement Seminar Recap

The prospects of a happy retirement 
took on new meaning for 43 QCC 

new pilot session on retirement planning. 
-
-

ment planning from a health and well-being 
perspective and provided participants the 

-

Shepell, this three hour session was well re-
ceived by the participants.

amazing job in walking everyone through a 
number of topics related to retirement that 
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the tangible and intangible factors of retire-
ment, the science behind happy retirement, 
the truth about aging, and the importance 

that these were not issues they had consid-

the participants were also given a handout to 
assist them with their retirement planning.

Overall, the session was very engaging and 

“a wonderful session and helps to remind 
us of all the emotional and psychological 

-

should be included in the next session to help 
with the transition into retirement. 

The success of the event and the great 
positive feedback show that retirement plan-
ning is an issue important to our members. 
We would like to hear from you if we should 
consider expanding these sessions.

In order to stay up to date with upcoming 
events, seminars or webinars, make sure to 
contact QCC at qcclub@ontario25.ca and ask 

News and Events. 

GET THE FREE SHINGLES VACCINE
IF YOU’RE BETWEEN 65 AND 70 YEARS OLD, YOU CAN GET VACCINATED AGAINST 
SHINGLES FREE OF CHARGE IN ONTARIO.

What causes shingles
The varicella zoster virus causes shingles. It’s the same virus that causes 
chickenpox.

Shingles is a painful skin rash – with blisters – that can occur any-
where on the body but usually shows up in a strip on either side. In 
some cases, the rash occurs on one side of the face.

A shingles infection can be very serious. It can lead to complications 
such as loss of vision and debilitating nerve pain.
Know your shingles risk
You can get shingles at any age if you’ve had chickenpox.

But older adults and those who are immunocompromised (e.g. 
HIV+, defects in T-cell function) get it most often. Two-thirds of shin-
gles cases in Canada happen to people over 50 years old. The severity 
of shingles and its complications also increase with age.

Age is the most important risk factor.
Shingles not contagious
You can’t get shingles from someone who has it, or pick it up from a 
particular environment.

The varicella virus can be passed from one person to another, but 
only when:

In this case the person exposed to the virus might develop chicken-
pox but would not develop shingles.
Vaccine effectiveness and safety
The vaccine reduces your chance of getting the virus by more than 

50%, depending on your age. Vaccine effectiveness is higher among 
seniors between 65 and 70 years old.

No vaccine is 100% effective. If you get vaccinated, you may still 
develop shingles. But the infection would likely be less severe and 
you’d be better protected from complications.

The vaccine has been licenced by Health Canada, having met all 
requirements under the Food and Drugs Act.
How you qualify
To get the free shingles vaccine, you must be 65 to 70 years old.

If you turn 71 in 2016 – born in 1945 – you can still get the free 
shingles vaccine. But you have to get it no later than December 31.
Where you get it
Get free shingles vaccine from your family doctor or other primary care 
provider (e.g. nurse practitioner).
If you don’t qualify
If you don’t qualify for the free shingles vaccine, you can still get vac-
cinated with a prescription from your family doctor or other primary 
care provider. But you have to pay for it yourself.

You would then buy the vaccine at your pharmacy and take it back 
to your doctor to get the shot.
Vaccines and immunization
Find out about other free vaccines and immunization you can get in 
Ontario – for babies and toddlers, children at school, for adults and se-
niors. Go to https://www.ontario.ca/page/vaccines for more info.

Info provided by: Ontario.ca 
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MAG-RTIR-QCC
Hearing tests are provided free of charge for adults ages 18 and older.  
Some conditions may apply. Please see clinic for details.

Call now to book your FREE Hearing Test! 

1-888-659-4924
or visit ListenUPcanada.com/RTIR-QCC

Retirees go crazy for  
new hearing aid

At last. The hearing aid that thousands 
have wanted is now available.

The latest digital hearing aid technolo-
gy solves the biggest challenge for hear-
ing aid wearers–hearing well in noisy 
environments. 

Nobody will notice it because of its 
-

ably just behind your ear. 
Everything works automatically. 

There are no controls to worry about 
and adjustments are easy to make–even 
from your smart phone. So you can get 
back to enjoying your relationships, 
rather than thinking about your hearing.  

Because these new hearing aids col-
lect and digitally processes natural, 360 
degree sound thousands of times per 
second, they have been shown to reduce 

the strain that effortful-listening puts 
on the brain and even to improve recall 
from conversations in noisy listening 
environments. In fact, these hearing 
aids improve speech understanding in 
background noise 30% better than even 
the previous top-of-the-line hearing 
aids.

Hearing professionals are celebrating 
the biggest advancement in 30 years of 

with providing a substantial improve-
ment in their ability to communicate in 
large groups and noisy social settings.

A hearing test takes less than 60 min-
utes, you don’t need a doctor’s referral, 
and there’s no cost or obligation whatso-
ever. Call now to try these hearing aids 
for yourself!

DECEMBER 30, 2016 – 

The deadline for submit-
ting your 2015 health and 
dental claims is 4:30 p.m., 
Friday December 30, 2016, 

the last working day of the year.  All 2015 claims must be received 
by the insurance carrier – not just mailed – on or before 4:30 p.m. 
on this date.  Claims mailed before the deadline but received in the 
New Year will not be accepted.

You are encouraged to submit claims on a regular basis – for ex-
ample, every three months or when the total claim exceeds $25, to 
ensure that receipts are not misplaced, or that claim deadlines are 
not missed.

CLAIM SUBMISSION TIPS:
Some of the difficulties insurance companies may encounter in pro-
cessing your claims can be avoided if you remember the following 
points: 

-
tion (i.e. name, address, ID #).

changes to your address or dependents. 
-

ductibles for the applicable services (e.g. vision/hearing, dental, 
paramedical). 

introduced to assist with expediting claims processing.  These 
user-friendly services enable you to check the status of your most 
recent insurance claims, sign up for direct deposit, and receive 
email notifications of payment.  You can also view your claims his-
tory, download claims forms and even submit claims on-line.  Plan 
member registration is also optional.  Please go to your insurance 
carrier’s web site for more information.  

INSURANCE CARRIER CONTACT INFORMATION:
Retirees:
Great-West Life at 1-800-874-5899 or visit their website at  
www.greatwestlife.com   

Active employees: 

Manulife Financial at 1-888-877-4434 or www.manulife.ca (Health)
Great-West Life at 1-800-874-5899 or www.greatwestlife.com (Dental) 

All Other Employee Groups:
Great-West Life at 1-800-874-5899 or www.greatwestlife.com  
(all insured plans)

DEADLINE FOR 2015 HEALTH AND DENTAL CLAIMS
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ALTON, DONALD MARK

BELL, LADDIE G.

BLACKMORE, JOHN MELVYN

knew him and he will be missed greatly.

BOLES, PETER WILLIAM -

BOS, LEENDERT (LEONARD) TEUNIS -

family.

BRENNER, DONALD MAURICE 

BROWN, DONALD R. -

knew him.

BURNS, MARY ANN,

CLOSS, JOHN,

FERGUSON, WALTER THOMAS (TOM)

-

and great granddaughter Thalia

IN MEMORIAM

THE QCC WOULD LIKE TO SEND OUR DEEPEST CONDOLENCES TO ALL OF OUR MEMBERS 
WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONES. IF YOU HAVE AN OBITUARY FOR A QCC MEMBER THAT 
YOU WOULD LIKE PUBLISHED IN OUR QUARTERLY TRILLIUM MAGAZINE, PLEASE SEND  
THE OBITUARY TO: QCCLUB@ONTARIO25.CA. ALTERNATIVELY, YOU CAN SEND IT TO  
THE QCC OFFICE AT: 2 CARLTON STREET, SUITE 620, TORONTO, ONTARIO, M7A 0B7

FLEGG, MORGAN,
-

FOURNEY, MURIEL VICTORIA
-

grandchildren and 21 great grandchildren. She will be sadly missed.

GAELER, GARY,

GOODMAN, ELIZABETH (BETTY) – passed away on Nov. 23, 2015. She 

-

be missed by all of her friends and family.

GRIEVE, ROBERT (BOB),
-

-

TROUGHTON, HENRY (HARRY)

worked as an electrician and ultimately an Electrical Inspector until his retire-

family.

MEESON, JOHN MACDONALD

-

grandchildren.

NIELSEN, OLE P. 

-

ROSS, DOUGLAS (DOUG),

THIBEAULT, CLARK FRANCIS
-

will be missed by all his friends and family who loved him.
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www.facebook.com/qcclub25

www.linkedin.com/company/ontario-quarter-century-club

The Ministry of Transportation 
celebrated its 100th anniversary 
this year, and recently celebrated 
this milestone by creating a Time 

Capsule! Designed to contain “a snapshot 
of 2016”, the capsule was filled with items 
from each division and was officially locked 
by Minister Steven Del Duca and Deputy 
Minister Stephen Rhodes at a well-attended 
Queen’s Park ceremony on October 3rd. The 
MTO 100 Time Capsule will be opened in 
2041, 25 years from now. 

A Retiree Mixer followed the ceremony and 
offered MTO retirees the chance to connect 
with former colleagues and share stories with 
current employees. Provincial Highways Man-
agement retiree David Leckie made a short 
speech to kick off the event and shared some 
of his memories of the ministry through the 
years. More than 30 retirees attended the mixer 
and enjoyed networking and refreshments. 

Guests had the opportunity to write “notes 
to the future”, which have been included in 
the Time Capsule along with photos from the 
event. Attendees also enjoyed a special guided 
tour of Footpaths to Freeways: The Artistry of 

Moma Markovich, an art exhibition presented 
in the John B. Aird Gallery from September 
20th to October 14th that showcased works 
created by Markovich during his career work-
ing for the ministry in the 1950s and 60s. 

The MTO 100 team would like to thank 
everyone who attended the dedication 
ceremony and retiree mixer! Thank you for 
celebrating with us and making our event the 
success that it was – and thank you for help-
ing to make MTO the organization it is today.

Time Capsule submissions include a wide 
range of content to create an impression of 

what MTO is like in 2016. Many branches sub-
mitted staff photos, organizational charts and 
project plans to represent their identities and 
the type of work they do. Photos of branch 
events or awards, conferences and MTO 100 
celebrations were also common. A number 
of newspaper articles and internal newsletters 
featuring MTO initiatives were submitted by 
proud employees, like new advancements in 
data modernization and licensing systems, the 
opening of High-occupancy toll lanes on the 
QEW and the unveiling of the Rt. Hon. Herb 
Gray Parkway.

Recent technological advances were also a 
popular theme for submissions, including an 
LED pixel from a Variable Message Sign and 

or drones, from several branches. Some inter-
esting non-paper items were also included, 
such as examples of current Ontario identifi-
cation cards, a piece of Glass Fibre Reinforced 

Polymer (GFRP) and several metal plates, 
including a PAN/PARAPAN AM road sign and 
a miniature Ontario highway sign. 

The Time Capsule also represents 2016 in the 
medium through which some of its contents 
were submitted. One branch submitted a copy 
of a tweet from the Minister about the High-
way 407 East project, while another uniquely 
modern submission included a “selfie” with 
an Assistant Deputy Minister. Some branches 

Many of the Time Capsule submissions 
also included some of our branches’ proudest 
achievements from 2016, like the completion of 
important projects or the introduction of new 
initiatives. We hope that ministry employees in 
2041 will enjoy opening the capsule and discov-
ering what working at MTO was like in 2016. 

A short video of the Time Capsule dedica-
tion ceremony can be viewed by visiting the 
QCC’s website at ontario25.ca.

THE MINISTRY OF TRANSPORTATION 
CELEBRATED ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY

to stay informed with the latest news but we also provide daily and weekly updates when the Trillium 
magazine is in between issues.

The QCC would like to remind our members that we are online! Over the last year, we have added  

 
service list. We have also included popular member sections such as our blog, recipes and fun corner for 
you to enjoy.

-
lium magazine so you can help us go green or take your Trillium along with you in a convenient e-version! 
Call 416.325.1333 or email us at qcclub@ontario25.ca to register yourself for these exciting email alerts.



Patricia is a QCC member who has 25 years 
of service with the OPS. She particularly 
loves travelling and sightseeing. She tries to 
take at least two getaway vacations every 
year but also goes on short weekend day 
trips with her local church group.

She is also an active member of her 
church’s hospitality committee and hosts 
small group discussions at her home.

When she is not travelling or hosting 
discussions, Patricia enjoys gardening in the 
summer and reading during the winter.

ROGER CHENARD – Regional  
Manager, North Region at the the 
Ministry of the Attorney General -  
the Victims and Vulnerable Persons  
Division, Ontario Victim Services

Q: WHAT DO YOU DO AT THE OPS?
I’m responsible for the oversight of the 

Victim/Witness Assistance Program, which 

supports victims of serious crime, in all 

court jurisdictions in the north and includ-

ing some fly-in communities. In addition, 

through my regional and satellite offices, I 

am responsible for transfer payment con-

tracts with community –based victim 

service agencies and First Nations orga-

nizations that provide support to victims 

via contracts with the Ministry. I provide 

leadership to 6 dedicated and passionate 

managers and approximately 50 commit-

ted Regional staff. This includes managing 

operations, HR, finance, facilities manage-

Division, Ontario Victim ServicesVV
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PATRICIA WISDOM – Enforcement 
Officer at the Ministry of Community 
and Social Services

Q: WHAT DO YOU DO AT THE OPS?
As an Enforcement Services Officer, my job is 

to enforce child and spousal support orders 

made by the Family Courts in Ontario. I man-

age and monitor an assigned case load for 

compliance and initiate enforcement actions 

when appropriate.  In addition, I also receive 

and return calls to clients, legal counsels and 

external partners such as Members of the Pro-

vincial Parliament.

Q: ARE THERE ANY PROJECTS YOU HAVE 
WORKED ON THAT YOU ARE PARTICULARLY 
PROUD OF?
The last project I worked on was in 2009 when I 

worked in a Team of 6, to research and compile 

an Orientation Package for new employees. 

Q: ARE YOU INVOLVED WITH ANY CHARITY OR 
VOLUNTEER WORK?
My preference is to be involved with the United 

Way and the Federated Health Campaigns.  I 

spend time during the campaign periods en-

couraging my colleagues to contribute. In the 

past, I have also volunteered for “The United 

Way - Days of Caring” in a women’s shelter.

I am encouraged to be involved with The 

United Way because the organization pro-

vided my daughter with funding to start up a 

community program for Adult Literacy, which 

is still ongoing.

ment and collaboration with other justice 

and community partners. It’s a very busy job 

that allows me to travel all across the North 

Region. I also have the opportunity to work 

with people at all levels of the organization. 

Q: ARE THERE ANY PROJECTS YOU HAVE 
WORKED ON THAT YOU ARE PARTICULARLY 
PROUD OF?
One of many projects that come to mind is 

the development of victim’s services in some of 

the more remote areas of the North like in the 

communities of the James Bay Coast. 

There are many remote communities in 

the north with only fly-in or winter road ac-

cess and establishing much needed victim 

services from the ground up in these remote 

communities is very rewarding. I’ve really 

enjoyed working closely with indigenous com-

munities, building trusting relationships, and 

learning about their challenges, traditions 

and cultures. 

These desperately needed victim services are 

making a real difference in remote communi-

ties – communities that have been so impacted 

by residential schools and a tragic history. 

   
Roger is a QCC member who has over 34 
years of service with the OPS. He has en-
joyed his entire career and work in the OPS, 
including 27 years working with offenders at 
Correctional Institutions and especially the 
work with MAG. 

His favourite thing is spending quality time 
with his family at their cottage on Manitoulin 
Island where he enjoys various outdoor ac-
tivities. He also enjoys hockey where he has 
played at many levels and volunteered as a 
coach for close to 30 years. 

Lastly, he loves to work on all kinds of me-
chanical machinery , small engines as well as 
just being involved in various garage projects.

In previous issues, we have been fortunate enough to interview some high profile OPSers and share their thoughts 
and accomplishments. Deputy Ministers, Associate Deputy Ministers and even Lieutenant Governors have been 
featured in the Trillium magazine which our members have enjoyed reading. However, we have had some feedback 

from quite a few members asking “What about the OPSers that we work with and see every day in our own offices?”. 
The QCC is excited to launch this new section and we hope it will continue to grow for future issues. We are 

proud to feature two QCC members and get a glimpse into the things they do at the OPS and in their spare time. 
We hope you enjoy this new section and hopefully we will see YOU featured in an upcoming issue!

If you would like to be featured in an 
upcoming issue of the QCC Trillium 
magazine for the QCC Member Profile 
section, please contact Communica-
tions Administrator, Kevin Man, by email 
kevin.man@ontario25.ca or by phone 
416.325.1333 x 2005.
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A PLACE TO STAND

Official launch of the modernized “A Place to Stand” in Ottawa, September 16, 2016

Ontario doesn’t have an official 
provincial anthem. However, 
unofficially we’ve adopted A 
Place to Stand.

The song debuted in 1967, providing the 
soundtrack for the movie of the same name 
that ran continuously at the Ontario pavilion 
at Expo 67. A Place to Stand became   a tune 
you found yourself humming almost against 
your will. The lyrics were as catchy as the 
melody and that’s thanks to Dolores Claman, 
who also wrote the Hockey Night in Canada 
theme song.

Two million people visited the Ontario pa-
vilion at Expo 67 but that wasn’t the end of it.

The movie showcasing the majesty of our 
province was nominated for two Academy 
Awards and won the Oscar for Best Short Film 
(Live Action). It wasn’t just the breathtaking 
images that entranced Academy voters, it was 
the technology.  Multiple moving, split-screen 
images were ground-breaking in 1967.

The short played before the feature film in 

an estimated 100 million people to the movie 
and the song. In Canada, the song sold 50,000 
copies earning it Gold Record status. 

Now, you might have supposed that A Place 
to Stand would have quickly been forgotten, 
but there was something infectious about the 
song, something that gave it an unexpected 
afterlife. Jim Carrey sang A Place to Stand on 
The Late Show with Conan O’Brien when the 
program filmed for a week in Toronto in 2004. 

The Barenaked Ladies would perform the 

song in their busking days but would sub-
stitute their hometown of Scarborough for 
“On-tari-ari-air-eoo”.

As we prepare to celebrate Canada’s 150th 
anniversary, Ontario has resurrected the old 
song, dusted it off and given it a new lease on 
life. This new version captures the enthusiasm 
and hope of the original but with a whole 
new twist to appeal to younger generations. 

The Toronto-based indie band, Ginger Ale 
and the Monowhales has recorded a new 
English version of the song. Melanie Brulée 
has recorded a French version. Both are ener-
getic and should appeal to younger Ontarians 
who may never have heard the original.

This new version of A Place to Stand will 
provide the soundtrack for Ontario’s 150th 
anniversary. Initially unveiled in an acoustic 
performance as part of a Premier’s event 
in September the re-imagined song will be 
available online in both official languages 
later this fall.  

We want it to become ubiquitous, played 
by every marching band, sung by every choir 
and hummed by every person waiting to 
enjoy one of the many attractions across the 
province. The song will provide a rallying 
point for communities to come together to 
celebrate our storied past and build the foun-
dation for a promising future. 

Our hope is that 50 years from now, chil-
dren not yet born today, will be singing along, 
tapping their feet and listening to stories 
about how A Place to Stand became Ontario’s 
anthem for the future.

ONTARIO150 – A PLACE TO  
STAND- 2016
Ontario
Give us a place to stand, give us a place 
to grow 

With hopes as high as the tallest tree
Give us a land of lakes, 

Ontario

To the Northern Shores

Give us a land of peace, 
Where the free winds blow and we will 
build Ontario

Ontario 

OÙ L’ON SE TIENT

Et nommez-le Ontario
Où il fait bon vivre

Où tous les espoirs
sont permis

Ontari-ari-ari-o !

des chutes Niagara

Ontario-o-o-o

Visit: Ontario150.ca
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FEATURE

need of the children, the Maindonalds looked 
at a more remote area called Douri-Kouree 
for their next development. Besides the chal-
lenges faced in Wa, the lack of water in this 
location made it impossible to make blocks 
for building. Elyse was undaunted and held 
a fundraiser back home to construct a well. 
Her tenacity enabled the building to proceed 
and more children in Ghana could be fed and 
educated in a classroom, rather than taking 
their school lessons in the dirt under a tree.

As the reputation of the children’s centres 
grew, more and more children sought as-
sistance. By January 2016 there were 138 
children at the original centre and an addi-
tional 85 at Douri-Kouree. The centres were 
a huge success. The Maindonalds did not stop 
there but also started a number of outreach 
projects. They renovated a hospital ward by 
supplying cribs for all the children; installing 
ceiling fans and new floor tiles; and applying 
fresh coats of special anti-mosquito paint to 
reduce the occurrence of malaria.

Staff shortages at the hospital meant that 
nurses could only attend to the children’s 
medical needs - mothers or guardians were 
responsible for feeding and bathing their 
children. Mothers and other family members 
would have to sleep on the ground in an 

What would you do if you won 
a lottery? It’s sometimes fun 
to imagine all the things one 
could do with a sudden wind-

fall. For QCC member Fred Maindonald the 
decision was easy. When he won the Brent-
wood Lottery Home in 2011, he had already 
decided nine years earlier that if he was ever 
fortunate enough to win a lottery he would 
build a home for children. Fred and his wife 
Elyse had been taking mission trips to Costa 
Rica for many years and wanted to continue 
to help those less fortunate.

Elyse began to search all over the world for 
suitable places to build their children’s home. 
They considered Costa Rica, Mexico, Haiti 
and many other Central American countries, 
to no avail. Finally, they met Sir Dr. Godfrey 
Bacheyie from Ghana, Africa, who was taking 
a team of Rotarians to do some work there. 
They were invited to accompany him on his 
next trip and were introduced to his nephew, 
Father Bennette Tang Bacheyie who is in 
charge of development for the Catholic Dio-
cese of Wa, located in the upper west region 
of Ghana. Father Bacheyie told the Main-
donalds that for about 12 years he had been 
planning to build a children’s centre, but had 
no success. The Maindonalds leapt at the op-
portunity to collaborate and The Star of God 
Centre for orphans and vulnerable children 
was soon on its way to becoming a reality.

The first centre opened in November 2011 
with two classrooms, an office, kitchenette 
and washrooms. About 40 children registered 
in the first year and were given food and 
uniforms. When the Maindonalds returned 
the following year, this number had grown 
to 80 and by November 2014 there were 108 
children registered. The centre was grow-
ing in leaps and bounds! Spurred on by the 
success of the first centre and the continuing 

open-air pavilion, exposed to mosquitos. 
The Maindonalds added windows, screens 
and fans to make the pavilion much safer 
and more welcoming to the families. 

Another ground breaking project was a 
literacy program to teach adult mothers to 
read, write and speak English. The program 
was very well-received and when the Main-
donalds visited the mothers showed their 
appreciation by doing a special dance and 
saying in English their name, where they 
were from and what they do for a living. 

In Ghana, maternal mortality rates are rela-
tively high, due to the lack of medical care. 
When a mother dies in childbirth, cultural 
beliefs may lead the family to sacrifice the 
baby. Still looking for ways to help, the Main-
donalds are working with an orphanage that 
has rescued 29 of these babies so far and are 
trying to provide them with food, clothing, 
shoes and medication.

Many of us dream about what we could 
buy if we won a lottery. The Maindonalds 
have dedicated their winnings to making a 
huge difference in the lives of children and 
their families in Ghana. Fred says, “There 
is no amount of money that could bring us 
more joy than to receive all the hugs and 
laughter that these children give us every 
visit.”

The QCC appreciates that Fred and his wife 

Elyse have decided to share their story with 

us and all of our members. For pictures of 

their volunteerism travels, please visit  

http://starofgodcc.webs.com/. 

The QCC encourages all of our members 

to share their volunteerism stories. If you 

have an exciting or touching story you 

would like to share, please email us at  

qcclub@ontario25.ca or contact our  

Communications Administrator,  

Kevin Man at 416.325.1333 x 2005.

BY FRED MAINDONALD
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The contribution and support for this section is always greatly 
appreciated by the QCC. Each month we receive so many 
submissions from our members of their travel photos. It’s great 

to see that our members have taken the time to include the Trillium 
magazine on their travels and to share the beautiful sites and weather 
from their trips. Please make sure to send us your pics as our readers 
have mentioned to the QCC staff just how much they enjoy seeing 
members pictures as they do sharing them. 
1. Elizabeth Foster – picture was taken at Brier Island near Digby 

Nova Scotia where she went whale watching.  Elizabeth is a re-
tired QCC member who worked in the Freedom of Information 
office in North Bay for the Ministry of Attorney General.

2. Kim Tan – pictured on Pier 39 in San Francisco, California, with a 
copy of QCC Trillium. Kim was touring Pier 39 on a bright, warm 
sunny day and enjoying all the sights.

3. Ted Coombs – picture was taken in Stanley, Falken Islands dur-
ing his South American cruise that he enjoyed with his wife Carol.

4. Connie Altarejos-Lee – Connie is a retired QCC member from 
Ministry of Finance. She is pictured here in the Singapore Cable 
Car with the Faber Peak Station in the background.  She was on 

5. Susie Smith – Susie is pictured here in Playa Del Carmen of Mexico 
where she spends her winters since retiring from the Ministry of 
Health and Long-Term Care. Susie particularly enjoys the sunny 
weather, white sandy beaches, fresh sea food and the water ac-
tivities.

6. Jenny Vane – Jenny is pictured here in Turkey where she 
travelled with her husband and friends. She was surrounded by 
history, beautiful architecture, unusual landscapes and friendly 
people. She can be seen in this picture with the mosque in the 
background

Thank you all for sharing your photos with us and including the QCC 
Trillium magazine in your travels. We will be sending a gift card out to 
the members featured in this section for their submissions. If you would 
like to send in a submission for this section, simply snap a picture of 
yourself with the QCC Trillium magazine on your travels, tell us where 
you are in the picture and send it in. If we publish your picture in a fu-
ture issue, the QCC will send you a gift card! Send your pics via email to  
qcclub@ontario25.ca or via mail to Quarter Century Club, 2 Carlton 
Street, Suite 620, Toronto, ON, M5B 1J3.

1
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TAKE THE TRILLIUM



CALENDAR

DECEMBER 19 QCC Yuletide Reception –  
 MUST REGISTER ONLINE

FEBRUARY 10 QCC Trillium Spring  Submission Deadline 

MAY 12 QCC Trillium Summer Submission Deadline 

AUGUST 11 QCC Trillium Fall Submission Deadline 

OCTOBER 27 QCC Trillium Winter Submission Deadline 

OPTRUST PAY DATES 2017 OPB PAY DATES 2017

OPS CHOIR PERFORMANCES!
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MEMORIES OF THE OPS

In this issue, we have featured a picture that was submitted by Gerald 
Papoff, a QCC member who retired in 1990 after 35 years of service 
with the OPS and worked in the Ministry of Community Safety.

The photo was taken at a supervisory course that Gerald attended 
in October 1966, a few months after he transferred into Personnel Branch 
from the Teletype department.

Gerald has kindly shared this photo with us in hopes that the photo will 
bring back some memories to those that worked in the OPS during those 
years or perhaps a fellow colleague would recognize the picture as well.

Thank you for sharing your photo, the QCC will be sending you a gift 
card. If you have photos you would like to share, send your pics via email 
to qcclub@ontario25.ca or via mail to Quarter Century Club, 2 Carlton 
Street, Suite 620, Toronto, ON, M5B 1J3. If your picture is published, you 
will receive a gift card!

Standing: L-R::  D. Monument, P.J. Osmond, G.. I. Paroff, D. Lee, A. E.. Goorgas, C. M. Portland, S. Saniga, R. M. McCluskey,  A. Azzarello, A. F. Krestensen, F. Love, A. R. Townshend, R. C. Groves, K. R. Linnen,  H. Pleasance. Seated L-R: K. A. Cassac, R. Mackie, J. Archibald, J. Watson, E. Stermsek, T. J. Maher, J. Clark

And it’s meant to be discovered.

Call us at 1-800-268-3492 to book your holiday.  Be sure to mention that you are a QCC or OPB member and you will  
receive a $50 voucher from the QCC within 3 months of your return.

After much success with our “rambling” walking tours to the UK this year, we are 
pleased to introduce more destinations for these popular active-type holidays.  Walk-
ing holidays are a wonderful way to enjoy an intimate experience of a country – a 
chance to smell the earth and breathe the air – all the while enjoying spectacular 
views. In Italy walk the Dolomites and the stunning Italian Alps, in France stroll the 
best of Provence, and the French Riviera, or be invigorated by the Great Glen Way in 
Scotland.  Each itinerary is unique and reflects an ideal balance between exploring 
the local highlights and physical activity. The level of walking for each of these tours 
varies from gentle “rambling” to moderate for the avid walker (where the terrain may 
be more varied).

We are also introducing our first ever cycling tour – an easy ride along the scenic 
Elbe River, pedaling from historic Prague to the beautiful city of Dresden, Germany.  
For this tour (and all of our walking tours), the daily pace is relaxed so that you will 
have the perfect opportunity to immerse in the landscape, people and culture, and 
return home in great shape and with wonderful memories. 

Italy continues to be one of our most popular destinations, and so featured with a spe-
cial Gastronomy and Wine tour that explores the culinary traditions of different regions 
of the country, while discovering the many wonderful vineyards and wines produced in 
Italy. Along the way, you’ll want to relax in the thermal waters in Montecatini Terme or 
at the 17th century villa – our home away from home in the romantic Veneto region. 

Wherever your desires lead you, let us manage all the details, big and small, so you 
can enjoy your holiday without a worry or care. Our experienced travel consultants 
are standing by to answer any questions you may have and we can’t wait to welcome 
you on a tour or cruise with us very soon!! 

The world is beautiful. 





to all QCC Members and their families from
the QCC Board of Directors and Office Staff!

All QCC Members, both active and retired, are welcome  
to attend and meet with the QCC executives. 

Sing along and enjoy light refreshments, seasonal  
music and door prizes.

This year, all attendees are required to register  
for this event via Eventbrite ONLY. 
Due to safety regulations, the QCC must abide  
by the capacity limitations of the event space as  
outlined by the Macdonald Block room regulations.

Registration for this event must be done online through  
this link in order to attend:
https://qccyuletide.eventbrite.ca

Date: Monday December 19th, 2016
Time: 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
Place: Ontario Room, 2nd Floor, Macdonald Block,
 900 Bay St, Queen’s Park, Toronto.

Please bring your QCC 
membership card and 
Eventbrite registration 
ticket for entry.

QCC Annual Yuletide Reception 
Mark your Calendar!

e Staff!


