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Was it hot enough for you this Summer? No 
doubt we will be talking about the record 
high temperatures and dry conditions we ex-
perienced in Ontario for some time to come. 
But now that the Fall is upon us, we look for-
ward to getting back into our routines without 
the humidity! We are very pleased that you are 
reading the Trillium magazine. The Trillium is 
a great way to stay connected with past/pres-
ent co-workers across Ontario and beyond. 

The Trillium highlights stories that show pride in public service, share 
networking opportunities and provide information to meet your 
needs. We want to send our thanks to Kathy Johnston, Angela Canci, 
Betty Callura, Tom Kontra, JoAnn Kropf-Hedley, Gina Campkin and 
Cathy Doehler for taking the Trillium to all parts of the world!

It has been a busy time for QCC this summer! Please review the 
recap of our 71st AGM that was held on June 27th (see page 5) and 
welcome our new President of the QCC Board, Mr. Stephen Wright! 
We also hosted an Art Tour of Macdonald Block with curator Lani 
Wilson before the AGM. And please note the announcements for the 
OPS Walk & Run as well as OPS Children’s Holiday Party.

Have you heard that the MTO is celebrating their 100th Anniversary? 
They invite you to take part in their activities including a free exhibi-
tion of art work by Moma Markovich (see page 9) at the John B. Aird 
Gallery starting September 20. A curator’s talk by Lani Wilson will 
take place on Thursday, September 29, 2016 from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 
p.m. The gallery is fully accessible and the exhibition will be offered 
in both French and English.

We are very excited to bring you our feature article on page 10 
with a former Deputy Minister Donald Obonsawin. Mr. Obonsawin 
left a strong legacy in each of the ministries in which he worked. In 

retirement he continues to contribute on many fronts, including as a 
member of the Nuclear Waste Organization Advisory Council and as 
a board member for the proposed National Centre of Excellence on 
the Ethics of Resource Extraction and Aboriginal Communities. Our 
Marketing and Communications Team caught up with this busy man 
and enjoyed spending an afternoon learning more about his passion 
for work and making this a great province. 

We are also delighted to bring you an article by Dan Rehak (on 
page 12) about his volunteer travels to Guatemala. Dan and his wife, 
Patricia, first travelled to Guatemala in 2004 to complete a project in a 
rural school in Chichicastenango. Their goal was to help develop and 
implement computer systems for school accounting and administra-
tion. This is an inspiring story of helping others to help themselves. 
Please let us know if you have similar experiences which we can share 
with our readers.

This year marks the 8th Annual PIC/QCC Long Service Recognition 
Event celebrating staff marking their 25, 30, 35, 40 and 45 years of 
service in the OPS. PIC and QCC will be hosting 5 recognition events 
across the province and across all ministries to acknowledge staff in 
their milestone year These events are about taking time to celebrate 
and give recognition to dedicated OPS staff, allowing participants to 
connect with their peers and providing them with learning applicable 
to work and personal development. This year’s theme is “Finding 

Joy in the Journey” with a keynote address from renowned speaker 
Dr. Elaine Dembe. There are a limited number of seats allocated for 
retirees on a first come basis so please review the announcement on 
the back page for details. And just before you begin reading this edi-
tion please remember to enter our email contest for a chance to win 
a gift package.

Keep connected…Stay healthy and enjoy the Fall!

Glenn Semple, General Manager

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 

Arbor Memorial Inc.  

* Excluding crypts, offered at 5% discount when purchased in advance. 

Quarter Century Club 
and Arbor Alliances
As a member of the Quarter Century Club, making your funeral 
and cemetery plans is now a little easier and economical when 
you choose Arbor Memorial, Canada’s leading family of 
arrangement providers.

PLUS! FREE Family Registry Estate Planner™

To pre-plan your  funeral and cemetery arrangements  

call 1 877 301-8066 or visit ArborAlliances.ca today

Save 10%  on funeral 
and cemetery plans  
when made in 
advance* 

10%
savings

Save 5% on funeral 
and cemetery plans 
made at the time of 
death

5%
savings
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 71st AGM 2016 Recap 

 QCC at PRIDE TO 2016!

This year saw another successful AGM held in the Ontario 
Room, Queen’s Park on June 27th, 2016. The event was at-
tended by over 90 QCC members along with Directors and 

QCC Staff.
Also in attendance were representatives from our Auditors, 

Crawford Smith & Swallow, OPSEU Trust, OPB, MGS Benefits Policy 
and Great-West Life.

The AGM saw the introduction of 5 new directors. The QCC was 
proud to welcome Robert Ceh, Mara Conrad, Theresa Daly, Linda  
Haldenby and Peter Sherriff to the board of directors. They are all 
QCC Members with lengthy careers in the OPS who bring a wealth 
of knowledge and we look forward to their involvement as a part 
of the QCC.

Stephen Wright and Candys Ballanger-Michaud were appointed 
as the new QCC President and Vice President respectively for 
2016-2017. They hope to make some positive changes to the or-
ganization and will make every effort to help the QCC and all of 
it’s members. 

Stephen Wright mentioned that the QCC, on behalf of the OPS, 
recognized 7,576 public servants for their long service and dedica-
tion to the people of Ontario last year. 

He also highlighted some of the QCC’s upcoming projects and 
initiatives which include:

Board to deliver a comprehensive suite of meaningful recogni-
tion awards.

broader appreciation for the dedicated work that is done by pub-
lic servants every day in this province. 

and continue to build a strong organization with regional events 
and representation.

Presentations were made by 

This AGM was proud to welcome special guests from the  
Archives of Ontario:

 
Ontario

Working together, QCC and the Archives of Ontario have selected 
-

ernment of Ontario Art Collection.
As part of the QCC’s 70 year celebration, the artwork is a new 

long service recognition gift for 20 year recipients in the OPS.  We 
want to acknowledge Murray Chitra, long time Board Director and 
former QCC President, for his vision on this remarkable project.

As usual, our preferred services and discount providers gener-
ously supplied prizes for the post meeting draw.

SUBMITTED BY QCC MARKETING ASSISTANT - KATHY BANH

Photo: Ian Bowles

With 35 years of history, Pride TO 2016 may 
have been the most remarkable year yet. 
Among thousands of participants was PM 
Justin Trudeau our first ever sitting Prime 
Minister to march in the Pride Parade, along 
with Premier Kathleen Wynne and Mayor 
John Tory. However, it wasn’t just the pres-
ence of some of Canada’s most prominent 
figures that made the event one of the 
grandest and a must-see of the year. Pride 
2016 held a particularly significant place in 
the hearts of Canadians in the aftermath of 
the Orlando shooting, and there was an air 
of solace and support for all those affected 
by the tragedy. Despite this, pride-goers did 
not let past events define what continues 
to be a joyous celebration of diversity.  The 
month long celebration hosted a variety of 
attractions, including flagship events, food, 

-
ers – such as George Takei, champion of LG-
BTQ rights and Star Trek figure – and vibrant 
nightlife events. The parade showcased nu-
merous floats, including that of the OPSEU, 
OPS Pride Network, as well as the Public 
Service Alliance of Canada (PSAC). As a first-
time attendee myself, I found that the sheer 
number of things to do can be overwhelm-
ing. Some tools I found useful in planning 
my day in advance included the Pride TO 
official itinerary (found on their website), 
as well as the Pride Facebook event pages. 
Keeping well hydrated was a must as the 
events mostly took place outdoors during 

that we are always encouraged to “bring our 
whole selves to work”.



 Macdonald Block Art Tour

 Making a Difference One Step at a Time

 9th Annual Children’s Holiday Party

On Monday June 27, QCC members were in-
vited to register for a tour of the Macdonald 
Block with Archives of Ontario curator, Lani 
Wilson.

QCC members attended a free one hour tour 
which highlighted the different art pieces that 
are on display within the Macdonald Block.   
Attendees were able to view the art up close, 
learn about the artists and also the history of 
the art itself.

The QCC would like to thank all of our 
members who participated in the tour and 
give a big thank you to Lani Wilson and the 
Archives of Ontario for making this tour 
available to our members.

Please be sure to LIKE us on Facebook, visit 
our website or subscribe to our QCC E-News 
& Events email notifications in order to get 
updates on more special events like this.

The 9th Annual OPS Children’s Holiday Party is scheduled 
for Sunday, December 11, 2016, from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. 
Join us at West Ferris Arena Community Centre, 42 Gertrude 
Street E, North Bay, Ontario. Upstairs events will include a 
bouncy castle, crafts, and snacks from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm.  
Ice Skating is from 11:00 am – 11:50 am. Government em-
ployees, past and present, are welcome to attend with their 
children, grandchildren, nieces or nephews at no charge. For 
more information please contact Melissa Rodgers, MTO, at  
705-497-5468 or by email at Melissa.Rodgers@Ontario.ca. 
Let’s make this another successful event for all ages!

 WiG/QCC Book Club
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QCC EVENTS

In 2015, the QCC in partnership with 
Women in Government (WiG) started a 
Book Club open to all public servants. 
We have had three successful meet-

place in early October, where we will 
discuss the suspenseful memoir, “A 
House in the Sky” after a short network-
ing session. If you would like to join 
the club’s mailing list, please contact 
the QCC at qcclub@ontario25.ca or call  
416-325-1333. Happy reading!

Each year, more than 2,000 of Ontario’s Pub-
lic Servants (OPS) participate in the annual 
OPS Walk & Run for United Way to raise mon-
ey by walking 2.5km or running 5km. Since 
2013, the event has raised nearly $425,000 
and we could not have done it without the 
support and generosity of past donations. 
This year’s OPS Walk & Run for United Way 
will take place on October 28, 2016.  We are 
hoping to raise $200,000.

All of the money raised by the OPS Walk & 
Run helps hundreds of front-line commu-
nity agencies supported by 39 United Ways 
across the province. In 2015-16, in Toronto 
and York Region alone, United Way invest-

ed in over 800 programs and services - in-
cluding 414 programs and services to build 
strong communities, 209 programs and 
services to help kids reach their full poten-
tial, and 195 programs and services to help 
move people from poverty to possibility. 
These programs and services help connect 
people to the support they need, such as 
shelters for abused women, language and 

pre-employment training for newcomers, 
companionship for seniors and people with 
disabilities, mentoring and recreational pro-
grams for at-risk youth, critical assistance 
for homeless people, and more. Each of 
the 39 Ontario United Ways also directs lo-
cal investments back into their community 
based on a raised-local-stays-local approach 
to fundraising which is tailored to meet their 
own community’s priorities and needs for 
services and programs.

For more information, please feel free to 
contact our Sponsorship Coordinator, 
Sean Desouza (416-325-7362 or  
Sean.Desouza@ontario.ca) or visit our  
website at opswalkrun.com
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On behalf of the QCC Board of Directors who 
were inducted at the AGM on June 27th, I 
want to bring greetings as I take on the role of 
President of the Board. I am looking forward 
to the responsibility of serving our member-
ship of over 90,000. I also want to thank Nick 
Perera, for his tireless contributions as QCC 
President over the past two years, and we 
appreciate that he is staying on the Board to 
continue serving you.

Our new Board of Directors is made up of 
thirteen active and retired members of the 
OPS and Broader Public Service from across 
Ontario. This wealth of experience and rich 
diversity will support our ongoing initiative 
to be more regional in focus and to ensure 
we promote local stories you want to share 
in the Trillium. 

As we look ahead, we are undertaking new 
initiatives for our members. For instance, we 
recently held a webinar sponsored by Telus 
on Internet and Smartphone security, and are 
hosting a retirement planning session with 
Morneau Sheppell this Fall. Stay tuned for fu-
ture seminars and webinars on the following 
topics: Estate Planning, Smart Aging, Caring 
for your Loved Ones, Caregiver Burnout and 
Healthy Living.

As QCC members, you are important to us 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

and we are striving to improve our means of 
communicating with you and to maintain our 
relationship with active and retired members. 
QCC wants to communicate with you beyond 
the quarterly Trillium Magazine. We have 
retained Critical Communications to assist 
with a process to better understand our mem-
bership needs and preferences for content 
across our print, website and social media 
platforms. I hope that you will participate in 
our focus groups and surveys this Fall. They 
will assist QCC in optimizing our communica-
tion platforms to become more relevant to 
our large demographic membership. Please 
watch our website and Facebook for details 
and locations. 

We also continue to expand our programs 
and discount services in response to your 
needs. Please contact our QCC Office with 
your email address so we can contact you to 
keep you updated on our events, new part-
ners and offers on a regular basis. 

Please feel free to contact me at  
qcc.president@ontario25.ca with your ideas and 
comments. Also, be sure to follow us on Face-
book or join us on LinkedIn for more details on 
programs and services in the near future.

Stephen Wright, QCC President

GETTING READY
TO RETIRE?

The QCC is hosting a free half-day “Retirement Planning – 
Health & Wellness” seminar, with Morneau Shepell, in Ottawa! 
It is designed to encourage participants to consider the physical 
and emotional challenges of transitioning to retirement, the  
rewards of aging through the decades, and provide an overview 
of important considerations in the approach to retirement.  
Topics discussed will include:

Oct 6, 2016 1-4:30pm
Canada Agriculture  
and Food Museum
901 Prince of Wales Drive
Ottawa, ON   K2C 3K1

Space is limited so please  
register early by going to  
http://qccretirementseminar.
eventbrite.ca or by contacting  
the QCC directly.
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CARLETON, HARRY – passed away Dec. 15, 2015. Harry cared deeply for 
his family, his community and justice for all. He is survived by his wife Judy, 
his children Richard (Jane), Katherine, James (Caroline) and his 3 grandsons 
Thomas, Michael and Sam.

CURTIS, RONALD (RON) GEORGE (OPP Badge #1909) – passed away on 
Mar. 4, 2016. Ron served at Perth DHQ, Perth, Rockland and Pembroke De-
tachments before retiring in 1988. Ron is survived by his wife, Shirley and 
children Jane, Diane and Paul.

DYMOND, CHARLES – passed away on Jun. 1, 2016. Charles worked in Pro-
bation and Parole for the Ministry of Correctional Services before retiring. He 
will be missed by his former co-workers and countless friends.

EVANS, GEORGE (GORD) – passed away on Jan. 17, 2016. Gord worked for 
the Dept. of Public Works in Mimico and retired after 45 years of service. He 
will be missed by his wife Janette and his childres Lana, Carolynn and Stephen.

GATES, WILLIAM NELSON (BILL) – passed away on Apr. 16, 2016. Bill 
worked for MTO and MOF for 30 years before retiring in 2000. Beloved hus-
band of Linda for 49 years and loving father of Brian and Sarah.

GIBSON, EARL (OPP Badge #2115) passed away on Apr. 26, 2016. Earl served 
at Hawkesbury and Rockland Detachments, Anti-Gambling Unit, Anti-Rackets 
Branch, CIB, OPP Communications Project, Telecommunications Branch and 
Field B Division (Criminal Operations) before retiring as Chief Superintendent 
from the Support Services Division in 1994. Earl is survived by his spouse, 
Donna and his children, Catherine and Jane.

GIFFIN, FRANCIS (FRANK) LEONARD (OPP Badge #3398) - passed away 

Detachments before retiring as a Detective Constable from the Security Branch, 
VIP Detail at GHQ on December 31, 1992. Frank is survived by his wife, Louise 
and his children Liz, Kate, Frank and John, predeceased by his daughter, Jane.

GORDON, ROBERT (BOB) (OPP Badge #2515) – passed away on Jun. 16, 2016. 

retiring in 1994. Bob is survived by his wife, Margaret and daughter Janet.

HALL, TERRY LEVI (OPP Badge #3373) – passed away on Jan. 1, 2016.  
Terry served at Oak Ridges Detachment, Intelligence Branch, Barrie DHQ 
Crime Unit, London DHQ Crime Unit and Criminal Investigations Branch Lon-
don before retiring as a Detective Inspector on April 10, 1997. Terry is sur-
vived by his wife, Sylvia and their daughters Catherine and Darcelle.

HANES, JOHN (JACK) (OPP Badge #1636) – passed away on Jan. 7, 2016. 
Jack served at Niagara Falls DHQ and Sebringville Detachment before retiring 
as a Corporal from Cayuga Detachment on August 31, 1987. Jack is survived 
by his children Doug and Bill and predeceased by his wife Myrlah.

HOPKINS, RALPH (OPP Badge #1507) – passed away on Jan. 29, 2016. Ralph 
served at Haileybury DHQ, Kirkland Lake, New Liskeard, Temagami, London, 
Watford and St. Thomas Detachments before retiring as a Sergeant from Nap-
anee Detachment on March 31, 1989. Ralph is survived by his wife, Pauline 
and children Rhonda and Richard.

HUMPHRIES, DR. PAUL WELLINGTON – passed away Jun. 28, 2016. He is 
the much-loved father of Jennifer and Tamara Humphries and Corinna Reg-
nier (Alain), and a doting grandfather to Lara and Kaitlin Sachko. He loved and 
is missed by Andy Zwolinski and his son Ryan. In 1976, he joined the Ministry 
of the Solicitor General and Correctional Services and retired after 30 years 

IN MEMORIAM

THE QCC WOULD LIKE TO SEND OUR DEEPEST CONDOLENCES TO ALL OF OUR MEMBERS 
WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONES. IF YOU HAVE AN OBITUARY FOR A QCC MEMBER THAT 
YOU WOULD LIKE PUBLISHED IN OUR QUARTERLY TRILLIUM MAGAZINE, PLEASE SEND  
THE OBITUARY TO: QCCLUB@ONTARIO25.CA. ALTERNATIVELY, YOU CAN SEND IT TO  
THE QCC OFFICE AT: 2 CARLTON STREET, SUITE 620, TORONTO, ONTARIO, M7A 0B7

of service. Dr. Humphries was proud of his close association with the Fed-
eral Correctional Services of Canada, the R.C.M.P., and the Ontario Provincial 
Police.

HUNT, EDWARD MATHESON – passed away on Apr. 6, 2016. Edward was a 
labour relations officer and retired from the ministry in 2004 after 20 years of 
service. He will be missed by his family, coworkers and friends.

KANE, HUGH ALLAN (AL) (OPP Badge #2782) – passed away on Jun. 16, 
2016. Al served at Kenora, Ear Falls, Barrie and Orillia Detachments before 
retiring in 1998. Al is survived by his wife, Joy and children Kevin and Lori, 
predeceased by daughter Sherry.

MCGARVEY, WAYNE RICHARD (OPP Badge #3257) – passed away on Mar. 
18, 2016. Wayne served at Brockville Detachment before retiring as a Senior 
Constable from Perth DHQ Identification Unit on February 26, 1996. Wayne is 
survived by his wife, Madi and children Carrie & Christopher.

MCQUOID, NORMA – passed away on Dec. 13, 2015. Norma was a dispatcher 
for the OPP in Southern Ontario, Cochrane and at the North East Regional Op-
erations Centre before retiring as a CO03. Norma was Secretary/Treasurer for 
Chapter #12 and a former Director for the OPPVA Provincial Board.

OCKERSE, GEOFFREY (OPP Badge # 2372) – passed away on Jan. 21, 2016. 
Geoffrey served at Long Sault DHQ, Planning Branch, Safety & Information 
Branch, Community Services Branch and Professional Standards Branch be-
fore retiring as a Staff Sergeant from Human Resources on December 31, 
1993. Geoffrey is survived by his wife, Jitka and his children Debra and Janet.

PIKE, GEORGE ALAN (AL) (OPP Badge #1269) – passed away on Jun. 5, 
2016. Al served at North Bay, Powassan, Timmins and Dryden Detachments 

Al is survived by his wife, Bonita and sons Bill and Chris.

RAE, JOHN DAVID – passed away on Mar. 2, 2016. John retired from the OPS 
in 1993 as an auditor for the Ministry of Community and Social Services with 
more than 35 years of service.

REANEY, LARRY (OPP Badge #2943) passed away on Jun. 18, 2016. Larry 
served at Toronto, Port Credit, Dryden and Alliston Detachments, Telecom-
munications Branch and Telecommunications Project before retiring in 1995. 
Larry is survived by his wife, Carol and daughters Jennifer and Melissa.

TREPANIER, GHISLAINE – passed away on Feb. 9, 2016. Retired from OHIP 
(Sudbury) after a long and rewarding career. She will be missed by her family 
and friends. 

WATERS, JOHN ERNEST – passed away on Dec. 16, 2015. John retired 
as Senior Manager with the Ministry of Finance in 1999 after 26 years with 
the OPS. He was the loving husband of Marlene of 46 years, a devoted father 
to his two sons, Glenn (Alana), and Scott (Carolynne) and was adored by his 
grandchildren, Madison, Luke and Seth. 

WILSON, FRANK R. – passed away on Apr. 9, 2016. He was employed by the 
OPS and retired as Regional Manager for the Pressure Vessel Safety Branch of 
the Technical Services Division.

ZEBRUCK, WILLIAM (WAZZIE) (OPP Badge #5038) – passed away on 
Jun. 28, 2016. Wazzie served at Iroquois Falls, Northeast Patrol and Long Sault 
Detachments retiring in 2000. Wazzie is survived by his wife, Therese and 
children Steven and OPP Constable Nicole Burley of the Forensic Identifica-
tion Services Belleville Unit.



THE ARTISTRY OF MOMA MARKOVICH  
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FEATURE

Did you know that the Ontario 
Ministry of Transportation (MTO) 
turned 100 this year? Footpaths 
to Freeways: The Artistry of 

Moma Markovich, an exhibition prepared by 
the Archives of Ontario with the assistance 
from MTO, will celebrate the ministry’s an-
niversary by showcasing the artwork of artist 
and former MTO employee Moma Markovich 
(1902-1977). A selection of his paintings will 
be exhibited at the John B. Aird Gallery from 
September 20 to October 14, 2016. 

This exhibition will include oil paintings, 
watercolours and ink and wash scenes that 
Markovich created over a period of 15 years 
while working at MTO. These vibrant scenes 
depict the historical development and con-
struction of well-known Ontario roads and 
bridges as well as activities of the ministry 
such as surveying and snow removal. 

Markovich depicts Ontario’s roads and 
bridges from a technical yet highly artistic 
perspective. His panoramic vistas of land, sky 
and softly muted colours effortlessly bring a 
viewer into each scene – where everyone 
becomes a sidewalk superintendent oversee-
ing the construction activities, or a bystander 
admiring the scenery. Markovich developed 
a unique way of capturing everyday infra-
structure redevelopment into true works of 
art that allow us to take in the simple beauty 
of a common Ontario scene. 

Moma Markovich was born in Belgrade, 
Serbia in 1902. He graduated from the École 
des Arts Décoratifs in Paris and while work-
ing as an artist designing postage stamps for 
the Yugoslavian government and illustrating 
textbooks for school children, he was an ac-
tive freelance cartoonist. During the Second 
World War, after escaping from a Nazi labour 
camp in Austria, he made his way to Italy 
where he worked with Allied Forces. Once 
the war was over he held a one-man art 
show in Padua in 1950. He came to Canada 
in 1951 where he continued to work as an 
artist. He was hired by MTO (then Depart-
ment of Highways) as a junior draftsman and 
eventually worked in the Art Section painting 
artistic renderings of transportation infrastruc-
ture across Ontario. Markovich spent hours 
researching his works, ensuring accurate 
historical detail. While working at MTO,  
Markovich created almost 200 artworks and 
after retirement from the ministry in 1970, 

continued to paint by creating a 
series of 55 artworks for the Min-
istry of Natural Resources. Moma 
died in 1977, at the age of 75.

Over 100 of these original 
artworks, which have hung in 
MTO offices for more than half 
a century, have been revived 
through their recent transfer to 
the Government of Ontario Art 
Collection at the Archives of 
Ontario, Ministry of Government 
and Consumer Services. Through 
this transfer to the Art Collection, 
the paintings have been in-
spected, cleaned, conserved, re-
framed and digitized so they can 
be preserved and displayed for 
the enjoyment of the public and 
future generations. The Archives 
of Ontario, located on the Keele campus of 
York University, holds the Government of 
Ontario Art Collection in public trust and has a 
responsibility to preserve the Collection for the 
enjoyment and education of future generations 
of Ontarians. The Art Collection is currently 
comprised of over 2,700 original works that 
include paintings, murals, drawings, sculpture, 
antiques and decorative objects which are on 
display in over 75 government buildings across 
the province. 

This free exhibition will be located in the 
John B. Aird Gallery off the lobby of the 900 
Bay Street provincial government complex 
in Toronto, open weekdays from 9am to 
5pm starting September 20. A curator’s talk 
by Lani Wilson will take place on Thursday, 

September 29, 2016 from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 
p.m. The gallery is fully accessible and the 
exhibition will be offered in both French and 
English. For those who are unable to see the 
exhibition in person, an online display of  
Markovich’s artworks is available on the 
Archives of Ontario’s website ontario.ca/
archives. For a nominal fee, digital reproduc-
tions and prints of Markovich’s paintings can 
be ordered from the Archives’ website.

For more information on how MTO is 
marking their 100th year, please visit www.
mto.gov.on.ca. 

Lani Wilson is the Curator for the  

Government of Ontario Art Collection at  

the Archives of Ontario

BY LANI WILSON

Moma Markovich 
standing next to his 
painting Dirt Road 
[The Common Way], 
1966, oil on canvas
Government of  
Ontario Art Collection, 
Archives of Ontario: 
101203

Moma Markovich, Macadam Road [The Compacted Way], 
1966, oil on canvas Government of Ontario Art Collection, 
Archives of Ontario: 101222



“YOU NEED PEOPLE TO HELP YOU  
THROUGHOUT YOUR CAREER. PEOPLE  
WHO HELP YOU TO REMAIN OPTIMISTIC AND  
ALWAYS SEE THE BIG PICTURE.” — Donald Obonsawin
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A former Deputy Minister, Donald 
Obonsawin left a strong legacy in 
each of the ministries in which he 
worked. He served as Deputy Min-

ister for seven Ministries in the Ontario Public 
Service over a 15 year period for 3 different 
political parties. In retirement he continues 
to contribute on many fronts, including as a 
member of the Nuclear Waste Organization 
Advisory Council and as a board member for 
Groupe Média TFO. 

Early Days
Donald’s entry into the OPS came about 
through a stroke of luck. He left Laval Uni-
versity in 1973; from 1973-76 he worked at 
Laurentian University and then from 1976-77 
at La Slague (a Centre for the performing arts) 
which were both located in Sudbury. Donald 
then wrote to the Ministry of Northern Affairs 
to inquire about job opportunities. He had 
nothing particular in mind. But he was very 
pleased when one of the first assignments 
Herb Aiken, Assistant Deputy Minister, asked 
him to take on was an assignment related to 
the Ontario Northland Railway, working with 
the community to identify ways to increase 
tourism in Moosonee, the final stop of the 
Polar Bear Express. This was right up Don-
ald’s alley; he grew up in Sudbury, loved the 
north and was immediately able to use his 
unique experience and his ongoing interest 
in regional economic development. He also 
learned a significant life-long lesson: “Don’t 
assume anything.” His initiative to write to the 
ministry led directly to many exciting opportu-
nities and a successful OPS career. 

Donald notes that in the late ‘70’s both 
life and career were different. Relationships 
between politicians and OPS staff were less 
formal then and the pace was less hectic. His 
ADM of the day took time to read his letter, 
see the potential and offer Donald the job. 
Now, he says, “Senior public servants are on 
call 24/7 and technology plays a huge role in 
the workforce. Longer commuting times have 
placed more demands on families.” Through-
out his career, he was a strong advocate for al-
ternate work arrangements and currently, as a 
consultant, does a lot of work from his home.

OPS Career
With his undergrad degree in political science, 
Donald found one of the most exciting assign-

Interview with Former Deputy Minister 

DONALD OBONSAWIN

ments of his career. He began a role in sup-
porting Premier David Peterson during the 
1990 negotiations on the second round of 
the Meech Lake Accord, which would have 
amended Canada’s Constitution and led to 
some decentralization of the Canadian fed-
eration. What followed were lengthy, frantic, 
intergovernmental negotiations in order to 
meet the deadline for ratifying the Accord.

In a last ditch attempt to push the deal 
through, Prime Minister Brian Mulroney con-
vened all the premiers and some indigenous 
leaders to try to reach agreement. This took 
much longer than anticipated. After a week 
of discussions with no resolution in sight, 
the priority changed to quickly dashing out 
to buy fresh underwear and other clothing 
to carry them through the next four or five 
days.

A memorable moment of this assignment 
was when Premier Wells of Newfoundland 
and Labrador, who was against the Accord, 
indicated that he needed a guarantee that 
Senate reform would be carried out. The 
whole Ontario delegation worked through 
the night to try and broker a deal, and man-
aged to propose a new formula that met the 
Premier’s and other provinces’ needs. They 
returned home exhausted but cautiously 
optimistic that the Meech Lake Accord could 

be approved by the end of the month if a 
number of additional pieces fell into place. 
As they say though, the rest is history and the 
Accord died. 

When asked about lessons learned from 
the experience, Donald replied, “Any con-
stitutional change in this country will, in the 
future, have to be done in an inclusive and 
transparent manner. The Accord(s) were per-
ceived to have been done too much ‘in the 
back room’, which led to a public backlash in 
the end, even though a majority of Canadians 
had initially supported the Accord in 1987.”

Indigenous Community
Donald’s background as a member of Aben-
aki First Nation and his experience growing 
up in the north give him a unique perspective 
on indigenous affairs. He knows firsthand the 
importance of trust and relationship building 
to all matters dealing with indigenous people. 

Throughout his career, from his first tempo-
rary placement building tourism in Moosonee 
to creating the first Indigenous -run child wel-
fare agency at the Ministry of Community and 
Social Services, then promoting First Nations 
constables and policing in the OPP, he has 
been committed to building both economic 
and community capacity within indigenous 
communities and is a recognized expert on 



indigenous issues. Donald also spent some 
of his career with the Federal Government 
where he was responsible for the delivery of 
all indigenous health services across Canada 
and later responsible for leading DIAND’s 
capacity transition strategies during the first 
devolution stages of DIAND programs to 
community control in the 1980s. 

Donald firmly believes that, “Working with 
indigenous communities to build capacity is 
a critical component of economic develop-
ment. The more a community is meaningfully 
engaged, the stronger the bond of trust and 
thus, the greater the chance of success in most 
endeavours.” 

To achieve success going forward, Donald 
believes key factors include: reconciliation 
with the past, for all sides to understand the 
past and learn from it while building towards 
the future, and building strong, respectful rela-
tionships. He lists the most significant barriers 
to building trust as being:

turnover in government and other key play-
ers, including in the indigenous community. 
This results in loss of institutional memory 
and momentum

so broad and the issues so urgent

sustaining an ongoing relationship, given 
experience with the past 200-300 years of 
history.

We asked Donald about his continuous work 
and broad involvement with First Nations 
communities throughout Ontario and status 
as a member of the Abenaki First Nation. 
He says he is particularly proud of his work 
in helping to introduce the first indigenous 
child welfare service organization and, subse-
quently, leading the planning for its transition 
into an indigenous-run organization. 

Donald is enthusiastic about his current 
work on the Board of Regents at the Univer-
sity of Sudbury at Laurentian, a bilingual and 
tri-cultural university which was the first of its 
kind in Ontario.

He remains involved in advancing Indig-
enous communities today, through his mem-
bership on the Nuclear Waste Management 
Organization Advisory Council. He acts as 
an advisor and ensures that the views of the 
Indigenous communities regarding a deep 
geological repository are considered in policy 
and in the site selection process. Donald 
and the advisory council act independently 
to ensure that local Indigenous interests are 
considered and taken into consideration in 
NWMO’s work. An example of this is that 
when NWMO’s scientific staff survey land us-
ing western science, they also walk the land 
with community representatives to take into 
account local knowledge and community 
values of the land. This also complements his 
work a few years ago in supporting the estab-
lishment of the proposed National Centre of 
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Excellence on the Ethics of Resource Extrac-
tion and Aboriginal Communities. 

Retirement
Donald is still very active in the community 
even 14 years into retirement. We asked him 
what his approach to retirement was and what 
his advice would be to fellow OPS-ers as they 
plan for theirs. His response: “Don’t wait to 
plan – do it before you retire! Many people 
don’t realize that planning for retirement con-
sists of many levels. I recommend charting 
your plan two years in advance in order to 
maintain as smooth a transition as possible.” 
Areas to consider include planning for profes-
sional involvement, family time, health and 
personal goals, leisure time, and finances. 

He adds, “Time for yourself is important 
and should be a part of your daily agenda. 
It’s essential not to take on more than you can 
manage and to ensure that you strike a balance 
between all the different aspects of retirement.” 

However, with retirement comes more 
leisure time which can often be costly, and fi-
nancial planning for it is often overlooked. On 
this note, he says it is important to be aware 
of your employee benefits. Although these 
have traditionally been managed by human 
resources staff, they are becoming increas-
ingly self-managed by employees. 

Overall, Donald’s message on the topic is 
clear: “At the end of the day, when you take 
care of yourself, you take care of your future.”

MAG-RTIR-QCC
Hearing tests are provided free of charge for adults ages 18 and older.  
Some conditions may apply. Please see clinic for details.

Call now to book your FREE Hearing Test! 

1-888-659-4924
or visit ListenUPcanada.com/RTIR-QCC

Retirees go crazy for  
new hearing aid

At last. The hearing aid that thousands 
have wanted is now available.

The latest digital hearing aid technol-
ogy is totally invisible when worn. It 
offers retirees the opportunity to defy 
hearing loss by compensating for your 
individual hearing loss in all situations, 
day and night.

-
ly and comfortably in your ear canal and 
uses the ear’s natural acoustics for natu-
ral sound quality.

Everything works automatically. 
There are no controls to worry about so 

-
justing settings.

You can start enjoying life again as 
you concentrate on hearing, rather than 
thinking about your hearing aid.

These latest digital hearing aids con-
tinuously analyze incoming sounds and 
adapt to each individual situation, so 
you always get the best hearing possible. 
Even in background noise.

When speech and conversation sounds 
are detected, the sound is automatically 
increased at different frequencies so you 
can hear and understand it clearly, not 
just loudly.

digital hearing aid without the obvious 
sign that you are wearing one because 
it’s completely invisible in most ears.

A hearing test takes less than 60 min-
utes, you don’t need a doctor’s referral, 
and there’s no cost or obligation whatso-
ever. Call today to try these hearing aids 
for yourself!
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work in the garbage dump collecting plastic, glass, metal, paper, etc.
Dan also highlights some current and future projects that are planned 

which include:

Breakfast Program
This program will provide breakfast for children at the schools.

Backpacks
A backpack program for students which will provide backpacks 
containing school supplies (workbooks, pens, pencils, etc.) for those 
students whose parents do not have money to properly equip their 
children for school.

Library
A future plan is to build a library, complete with new wooden desks, 
chairs, shelves and adequate lighting. The school consists of class-
rooms surrounding a concrete play area. Currently, books are stored 
in piles on the floors in the various cramped and poorly lit classrooms.

Clean Drinking Water
There are hopes to continue the remediation of the water supply with 
the building of a new cistern and the installation of a combination 
ceramic and ultraviolet water purification system which will be locally 
sourced.

Teachers’ Salaries
At two of the schools, the students pay what they can. Given the high 
unemployment and poverty, many students are unable to pay the 
total fees. The project hopes to assist teachers by paying a portion of 
their salaries.

For further information
Dan and Patricia have setup a federally-registered charity, called To-
gether Education Works. For more information, please email Togeth-
erEducationWorks@gmail.com.

QCC MEMBER VOLUNTEERS  
IN GUATEMALA

Chichicastenango, Guatemala (Central America) is a town 
located in the Mayan Highlands. The history of the town 
goes back to before the Spanish conquistadors. Going there 
is like stepping back in time. Most of the people are Mayan 

and speak both Spanish and Ki’chee, the local Mayan language. Very 
little English is spoken. In Guatemala, grades 1 to 6 are free and com-
pulsory. Schools do not always meet minimum standards for teaching 
materials, classroom size and equipment and water/sanitation.

Chichicastenango is well known for its market. Market days are on 
Thursdays and Sundays, where local vendors sell very colourful wo-
ven handicrafts, wooden carvings, flowers, pottery, medicinal plants, 
candles, traditional incense, as well as pigs, chickens, turkeys. You 
can easily spend all day wandering the market looking for special 
souvenirs and bartering for the price is expected.

Dan and his wife, Patricia, first travelled to Guatemala in 2004 to 
complete a project in a rural school in Chichicastenango. The goal was 
to help develop and implement computer systems for school account-
ing and administration.

Since 2004, they have returned every 2 or 3 years to the school in 
Chichicastenango to assist in a number of different areas:

hiring of 2 full-time English teachers.

complete basic microbiological testing at various points in the water 
distribution system. They were also involved in a funded project 
to replace old sections of the distribution system and implement a 
basic ceramic filtration system that greatly reduced the incidence of 
gastrointestinal problems.

that supplied tooth brushes, and toothpaste. 

This year, Dan and Patricia started projects in three schools with a total 
of almost 2,000 students. Two of the schools are located in the Mayan 
Highlands and one is in Guatemala City adjacent to the garbage dump 
that supplies employment to the parents of the students. The parents 

Four students who volunteered to read in English to their class.

Dan and Patricia in a group photo with the teachers.

SUBMITTED BY DAN REHAK
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TAKE THE TRILLIUM

The QCC would like to take a moment 
to thank all of our members who have 
been sending in pictures to the Take 

the Trillium section. Over the last 2 years, this 
section has become the most popular section 
in the magazine by far!

Each month we have been receiving more 
and more pictures of our members with the 
Trillium on their travels. We have had such an 
overwhelming number of submissions, the 
QCC has decided to feature more pictures in 
each issue.

Enjoy this issue’s submissions and 
keep those photos coming!
1. Kathy Johnston in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Kathy competed in the United States National 
Senior Games and is pictured at the Walker 
Art Center’s Sculpture Garden in front of the 
famous Spoon Bridge with Cherry.

2.  Angela Canci and Betty Callura Dressler in 

Venice Italy. Angela and Betty are retired QCC 
members and took the Trillium on their recent 
travels to Italy and Germany.

3. Tom Kontra in Hungary. Tom is an active 
QCC member who has been working at the 
Office of the Fire Marshal and Emergency 
Management since 1998. Tom is pictured in 
front of the central Dome of the Hungarian 
Parliament building in Budapest. It is one of 
the most iconic and most photographed Euro-
pean parliaments.

4. JoAnn Kropf-Hedley in Las Vegas. JoAnn is 
a retired QCC member and is pictured in front 
of the slot machines in the Planet Hollywood 
casino during her recent trip to Las Vegas. 

5. Gina Campkin in Salzkammergut, Austria. 
Gina is a retired QCC member who worked 
with the MOHLTC for over 30 years. She is 
pictured here in front of the beautiful Austrian 

scenery just before going on a cruise down the 
Wolgangee River.

6. Cathy Doehler in Monte Carlo. Cathy is an 
active QCC member who works in the Min-
istry of Community Safety and Correctional 
Services. She is pictured on her cruise ship in 
front of the Monte Carlo scenery.

Thank you all for sharing your photos with 
us and including the QCC Trillium magazine 
in your travels. We will be sending a gift card 
out to all of you for your submissions. If you 
would like to send in a submission for this 
section, simply snap a picture of yourself with 
the QCC Trillium magazine on your travels, 
tell us where you are in the picture and send it 
in. If we publish your picture in a future issue, 
the QCC will send you a gift card! Send your 
pics via email to qcclub@ontario25.ca or via 
mail to Quarter Century Club, 2 Carlton Street, 
Suite 620, Toronto, ON, M5B 1J3.

And it’s meant to be discovered.

Our experienced travel consultants are standing by to answer any questions you may have and we can’t wait  
to welcome you on a tour or cruise with us very soon!!

Our Volume #1 2017 brochure is now available which features our winter tours and 
the remainder of our spring cruises.  

As always, our winter getaways include a wonderful variety of destinations, from 
fun-filled tours in the US of inviting California, Arizona, Florida and Hawaii to the vibrant 
South American countries of Peru, Ecuador and Columbia.  Central America is ideal for 
those who wish to escape the chill of winter, where the warm and friendly people of 
Costa Rica, Belize, Panama and Mexico are waiting to welcome you.  

Europe, so rich in history and culture, boasts milder temperatures during the win-
ter season, making it perfect for exploring the many sites and attractions of Spain, 
Portugal, Greece, Malta or Italy.

Our exotic tours to incredible Africa, India, Sri Lanka, Southeast Asia, Australia 
and New Zealand are “journeys of a lifetime” – sure to fulfill your dreams and capture 
your imagination!

For the well-travelled looking for a new adventure we are excited to offer a unique 

tour to Southern India where we will delve into the rich cultural heritage of this fasci-
nating region while providing the opportunity to learn and experience “Ayurveda” an 
ancient approach to wellness and enlightenment.

If cruising is more your style our spring itineraries include the enchanting Mediter-
ranean, the fascinating Baltic countries, breathtaking Norway with its majestic fjords 
and the charming British Isles.

Wherever your desires lead you, let us manage all the details, big and small, so you 
can enjoy your holiday without a worry or care. 

The world is beautiful. 
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CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER 21 PIC Event: Thunder Bay 

SEPTEMBER 27 PIC Event: Sudbury 

OCTOBER 20 PIC Event: Guelph 

OCTOBER 26 PIC Event: Kingston 

NOVEMBER 1 PIC Event: Vaughn 

OCTOBER 28 Winter Trillium  

 Submission Deadline 

DECEMBER 19 QCC Yuletide Reception 

WEBINAR
QCC will be hosting the following  
seminar and webinar in October:

Internet and Smartphone Security  
Webinar by TELUS. This Webinar will 
discuss how to keep yourself, your  
family and community safer when  
using the Internet.

When:  October 19, 2016 2-3 pm
Please call us at 416-325-1333 or check 
our Website or Facebook page for  
registration. 

Also stay tuned for future seminars 
and webinars on the following topics:

Please call us at 416-325-1333 or check 
our Website or Facebook page for more 
details in the near future. If you have  
already registered with us to receive e-mail 
news from us, we will notify you by e-mail.

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation turned 
100 this year! We would like to thank all of 
our retirees for their hard work over the years 
– you have helped to make MTO the organiza-
tion it is today. 

To celebrate the ministry’s impressive legacy, 
the project team is organizing an MTO 100 

Time Capsule that will be opened on our 125th anniversary. As a way 
to show our appreciation, we are happy to invite all former MTO 
employees to attend the Time Capsule Dedication Ceremony and 
Retiree Mixer.

The event will take place in the St. Lawrence Lounge at Queen’s 
Park on Monday, October 3, 2016. The Time Capsule Dedication 
Ceremony will be held from 1:00-2:00pm, and the Retiree Mixer will 
follow from 2:00-4:00pm; refreshments will be provided. The mixer 
will be an opportunity for retirees to catch up with both current and 
former employees, while sharing memories of their time at the MTO. 
There is no need to register in advance for this event. 
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The mixer will take place alongside Footpaths to Freeways: The 

Artistry of Moma Markovich, an art exhibition being presented from 
September 20th to October 14th in the John B. Aird Gallery. The ex-
hibition includes a large selection of oil paintings, watercolours, and 
ink wash scenes that Moma created during his time working for the 
ministry in the 1950s and 1960s. These historically accurate paintings 
depict the evolution of transportation in the province and the rapid 
development of our modern roads and bridges.

You will have the opportunity to see a majority of the beautifully 
restored collection and enjoy a special 20-minute tour of the exhibi-
tion in the afternoon between 2:00-4:00pm. Guests can sign up for a 
time slot upon arrival.

If you have any questions, please contact 905 704-2748 or mto100@
ontario.ca. We hope to see you there!

MEMORIES OF THE OPS

In this issue, we have featured a picture that was submitted by Wayne 
Rowe, a QCC member who retired in 1996 as Lands Supervisor from 
the Ministry of Natural Resources, Chatham District. 

The photo was taken in 1968 depicting a group shot of most of the 
Conservation Officers attending an annual meeting at the Lake Huron Dis-
trict Office (Dept. of Lands and Forests) in Hespeler, Ont. (now Cambridge). 

Lake Huron District covered the area west of Toronto from Hamilton, 
across to Lake Huron, and North to Georgian Bay. 

Wayne hopes that this old photo will bring back memories of those with 
whom he worked at that time.

Thank you for sharing your photo. The QCC will be sending you a gift 
card. If you have photos you would like to share, send your pics via email 
to qcclub@ontario25.ca or via mail to Quarter Century Club, 2 Carlton 
Street, Suite 620, Toronto, ON, M5B 1J3. If your picture is published, you 
will receive a gift card!

Standing: L-R: Ken Henry, Roy Bellinger, Alec McIntyre,  Bill Pearson, Herb Clark, Blake Smith, Terry Ross, D. Daber Kneeling: L-R: Wayne Rowe & Bill Grieve

MTO 100 TIME CAPSULE DEDICATION 
CEREMONY AND RETIREE MIXER 

Calling all MTO retirees!






