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The 2012 Annual General Meeting of the 
Ontario Public Service Quarter Century 
Club will take place on, Monday June 
18, 2012 from 4pm to 7pm in the 
Ontario Room, 2nd Floor, Macdonald Block, 
900 Bay St, Queen’s Park, Toronto.  While 
all QCC members, associate members and 
OPS pensioners are welcome to attend 
only full QCC members may vote.

The AGM is held in accordance with 
the QCC By-laws to conduct the following 
business: reading of the financial reports; 
election of directors; appointment of 
the auditor; and any other business that 
may properly be brought before the Board. 
In particular, the membership will be 
asked to ratify changes to the QCC Bylaws 
that have been approved by the Board of 
Director’s since the last AGM 
in June 2011.

For the election of directors to the Board, 
the nominating committee prepares a 
report of its nominations for the next

year’s board and presents it at 
the AGM.  Any member interested 
in becoming a board member or 
wishing to nominate a member to the 
Board may contact the chair of the 
nominating committee (Past President 
Murray Chitra).  As per the by-laws, 
nominations may also be sent to the 
President directly from the voting 
membership, provided the nomination 
is received at least 48 hours before 
the AGM, supported and signed by at 
least 12 voting members; the nominee 
must have indicated their acceptance.  

Representatives from the Ministry 
of Government Services, the Ontario 
Pension Board, and OPSEU Trust are 
expected to be on hand as well as 
some of our service partners who 
will answer questions and provide 
information on the services they offer.  
More information on the AGM will 
be available on our website www.
qcclub.gov.on.ca closer to the 
meeting date.

67th AGM 
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We are dedicating a corner of our newsletter to keep 
our members connected with the QCC President 
who will be contributing to the newsletter with short 
summaries on what’s new, what’s hot and some 
personal reflections. Here’s an opportunity for you to 
respond directly to the President with your ideas for 
how we might improve the QCC and its services. 
See page 9.

President’s Corner

Please welcome our 
new Quarter Century Club 
General Manager!
We have a new General Manager, Glen Semple. 
Glenn Semple has over 30 years of experience 
in operational and corporate positions in adult 
and youth justice. Glenn has worked with the 
Ministry of Children and Youth Services, Ministry 
of Community Safety and Correctional Services, 
and Ministry of Correctional Services. He was 
the Provincial lead for the Youth Criminal Justice 
Act (YCJA) implementation and also had corpo-
rate lead roles in coordinating and implementing 
major government youth justice initiatives. He is 
also the recipient of the Ontario Amethyst Award 
for his part in contributing to the Youth Justice 
Services Transformations and also the recipient 
of the Government of Canada Exemplary Service 
Award. He’s a QCC member with a passion for 
quality customer service – welcome aboard Glen.

Vic Pakalnis (left) 
with new Quarter 
Century Club GM, 

Glenn Semple (right).



You are invited to the 27th Annual Picnic Lunch
Wed, Aug. 15, 2012, 11:00am - 3:00pm
Picnic Shelter ‘J’, Springwater Provincial Park
(Near Barrie, across the road from the former Midhurst Nursery)
 

For more information, contact George Hamilton 
705-489-3225 or Brian Swaile 705-424-5378 

or email brianswaile@xplornet.com. All Natural Resources 
Retirees and Friends are welcome!!
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Ontario Forest Reunion
The Ontario Forest Technical School, Dorset is looking for 
former OPS staff, instructors and graduates to participate in 
a reunion for the class of 1968. A reunion is planned for 2012 
(date TBA) and is looking for all who are interested in attending. 
For more information on dates, registration and location of 
the event, please contact Rod Cleaver and Keith Argent at: 
rangerschool1968@gmail.com

OPP Veterans’ Association AGM
The OPP Veterans’ Association will be holding it’s 
43rd Annual General Meeting at the Holiday Inn, 
1696 Regent St., Sudbury, May 24-25, 2012.

For more information, check out the website at www.oppva.ca 

MTO Charity Golf Tournament
5th Annual MTO Reconnection 
Charity Golf Tournament
Monday, June 18th, 2012
Hosted At Cardinal Golf Club

Registration for the 2012 Reconnection Golf 
Tournament is now open! Please note that spaces are limited so 

reserve your spot early.

For information, please send an e-mail to: 
reconnectiongolf@gmail.com

You can register online via our Secure Cornerstone 
site found at: www.csro.com

There is an Early Bird Discount for those who register before April 
2, 2012.  Fee’s are $165 per golfer before the Early Bird Discount 

deadline and $175 after. The Registration deadline is May 18, 2012.

Non-Golfers are welcome to attend the dinner, which will commence 
at around 5:00.  The cost for dinner-only guests is $55.00

There are multiple sponsorship opportunities available for both 
individuals and organizations at a number of different price 

levels.  Please use the e-mail address above if you are interested 
in Sponsorship Opportunities or you know someone who may be 

interested. The organizers would appreciate any volunteers to 
help on the day of the tournament.  People are needed to register 
golfers, putting contest help and support for the numerous events 

and activities. 

MNR 
Retiree’s 
Picnic

Cardinal Golf Club: 2740 Davis Drive West, (formerly Hwy. 9) Kettleby, Ontario 
L0G 1J0, Phone: (905) 841-7378  |  www.cardinalgolfclub.com

We are excited to introduce a number of exotic new tours for the 
summer and fall as a result of client feedback.  

The country of Bhutan is often referred to as “the last Shangri-la” 
and for good reason.  This oasis of stunning natural scenery 
and incredible sites, along with a strong sense of culture 
and age old traditions clearly distinguishes it from its 
larger neighbours.  Having existed in isolation for cen-
turies, Bhutan opened its doors to the world relatively 
recently and tourism plays an important role in the con-
servation of the country’s culture and environment and 
a portion of all tourist proceeds goes towards the mainte-
nance of social infrastructure and environmental protection.  

The unique province of Yunnan in Southwest China, is a land 
known for dramatic landscapes and a surprising variety of ethnic 
groups.  On this spectacular tour we will travel through the 
Tibetan country of Zhongdian to visit Tiger Leap Gorge one of the 
longest and deepest in the world and most assuredly the high-
light of the tour.  We then fly to Myanmar, which remains one of 
the most mysterious and undiscovered destinations in the

world followed by a stop in 1300 year-old Bangkok known as the 
“Venice of the East” where we will explore the network of canals, 
wonderful temples and palaces.

“New Zealand by Rail, Sea and Land” in a unique tour of one of 
the most beautiful country’s in the world.  Known for its 

incredible scenery, hospitable people and exceptional 
quality of life what better way to this magnificent 
country than by a combination of stunning rail jour-
neys through 22 tunnels and over 175 bridges, exciting 

cruises and scenic coach touring.  On this tour we will 
enjoy the geological wonders, picturesque beaches and 

traditional Maori culture that defines the North Island, and 
revel at the rugged peaks, deep fjords and rural atmosphere of 

the South Island.  This promises to be the trip of a lifetime.  

So what are you waiting for?  Call Senior Tours Canada at 1-800-268-
3492 to book your summer or fall getaway.  Be sure to mention that 
you are a QCC or OPB member.  We look forward to the pleasure of 
your company soon.  

Touring the Worry Free Way with Senior Tours Canada
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Article submitted by 
John Russell – Executive Director

As a QCC member, I’m sure you’re familiar 
with the Federated Health Charities Cam-
paign; every spring since 1983, we ask for 
your support on behalf of 16 Ontario health 
charities that fund the search for better treat-
ments and cures, and help people struggling 
with these life-changing illnesses.  Over the 
past 29 years, members of the OPS have 
donated over $34.5-million, which makes Fed 
Health one of the most successful workplace 
campaigns in Canada.

And, of course, you can continue to support 
the campaign after you retire.  You may not 
know this, because, unfortunately, we’re 
unable to contact you any more.  The Ontario 
Civil Service Commission is no longer provid-
ing us with the names and addresses of 

The Federated Health 
Charities Campaign’s 
16 Ontario Health Charities:

Alzheimer Society of Ontario
Arthritis Society - Ontario Division
Canadian Cancer Society - Ontario Division
Cystic Fibrosis Canada
Canadian Liver Foundation
Canadian Paraplegic Association (Ontario) 
Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation of Canada
Diabetes Canada
Heart and Stroke Foundation of Ontario
Hemophilia Ontario
Kidney Foundation of Canada
Lung Association
Ontario AIDS Network
Ontario Federation for Cerebral Palsy
Osteoporosis Canada
Schizophrenia Society of Ontario
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The Heart of the OPS

The morning of Sunday, December 18, 
2011, dawned overcast with snow in the 
air, but nothing could dampen the spirits 
of 3-year old Jaidyn, who was meeting 
Santa for the very first time.  When asked 
what she was planning on saying to him, 
her answer was, “I’ll say hello and then 
I’m going to ask him to please bring me 
a big doll house and a purple and pink 
iPad.”  “Will you hug Santa?”  “Hmmmm”, 
said with a finger on her chin.  “Yup, I will 
… and I’ll ask him to bring my brother 
something, too.”

Along with 58 children, Jaidyn was at-
tending the “447 McKeown OPS Children’s 
Christmas Party” at the Ontario Govern-
ment Complex in North Bay, Ontario.  
In 2008, a special group of people with 
MTO, Northeastern Region, decided to 
bring back the Spirit of Christmas at the 
Ontario Government Complex.  After being 
dormant for 15 years, the “447 McKeown 
OPS Children’s Christmas Party” was 
reborn.  From that first small party to this 
year’s event, the children’s party has been 

retirees, so we can only contact retired 
employees who gave to us in 2003 – 
which means our donor pool has shrunk 
from 27,500 to 690.  

So if you’d like to get a single tax receipt 
for your donation to up to 16 charities, 
now or in the future, please call or email 
me: 416-327-2137; johnrussell1@
ontario.ca.  And if retirement is ap-
proaching, please send me a message, 
giving us permission to stay in touch.

Again, on behalf of all 16 charities, and 
the millions of people whose quality 
of life is better thanks to you, I want to 
thank you from the bottom of all our 
hearts for this outstanding achieve-
ment.  I hope your pride in it equals our 
gratitude for it. 

a success!  Over the last four years, 
the excitement has built and we have 
continued to grow.  This year’s celebration 
was enjoyed by 59 children, 72 parents 
and several volunteers, including QCC 
members.  

The children, who ranged from 1-10 years 
of age, enjoyed a great afternoon of crafts 
and play time, as well as a visit with Santa 
himself.  The educational gifts given to the 
children were a big hit with them and their 
parents.  A feeling of camaraderie was 
in the air as friendships were rekindled 
between young and old alike.  OPS staff 
and children enjoyed hot chocolate, pizza, 
hot dogs and cookies baked especially 
for the party. We all returned home that 
evening full of the warmth of an afternoon 
spent with great company and the joy of 
Christmas.

Isabel Currier wrote, “It is the personal 
thoughtfulness, the warm human aware-
ness, the reaching out of the self to one’s 
fellow man that makes giving worthy of 
the Christmas spirit.”  

After the party, little Jaidyn was asked what 
her thoughts were about meeting Santa.  
Her reply?  “He was cool and I liked his 
beard.  Will he be back next year?”  My 
reply was, “I sure hope so.”

Every year we are growing and in order to 
continue the tradition, we must rely on the 
generosity of others.  Through the kind-
ness and generous donations of the Quarter 
Century Club, OPSEU, our Regional Direc-
tor’s Office and the building BASH Commit-
tee, we were able to fulfil the dreams of 59 
young children.  Thank you from all of us 
and may the spirit of Christmas stay with 
you the whole year through.

3-year old Jaidyn, meets Santa for the first time.

MTO Children’s Christmas Party
Article submitted by Deborah Charette



O B I T U A R I E S
Alexander, L.H. - passed away suddenly on December 23, 2010. Larry retired 
from the Ministry of Transportation as Regional Manager of Administrative Servic-
es, North Bay in 1983.  He is survived by his son Greg and his daughter Deborah.

Alsop, Dennis (OPP Badge #1453) - passed away on January 10, 2012. Dennis 
served in London and at Toronto CIB before retiring as a Superintendent from 
Central Records & Communications Branch on July 31, 1979. Dennis is survived 
by his wife Emilia (Millie) and children Doreen, Dennis, David and Daphne. 

Casey, Ronald W. (OPP Badge #4712) - passed away on January 14, 2012. Ron 
served at Mattawa and Sioux Lookout Detachments before retiring as a Constable 
from Kenora Detachment on December 31, 2004.  Ron is survived by his sons 
Sean, Ian & Kurtis.  

Chaddock, A. Neil (OPP Badge #1326) - passed away on October 27, 2011.  
Neil served at Barrie, Midland, Orangeville, Port Credit and Niagara Falls Detach-
ments before retiring as a Deputy Commissioner from GHQ in Toronto on March 
31, 1989.  Neil is survived by his wife Linda and his children Michael, OPP Pro-
vincial Constable Suzanne Chaddock of FIS-Orillia, Janice, step-son Michael and 
pre-deceased by Doreen Chaddock. 

Coombs, Elwood – passed away August 24, 2011 at the age of 83. He worked at 
the LCBO in Lindsay, Ontario. Survived by his wife Lila, sons Gord, Doug and Jeff, 
predeceased by his daughters Betty and Bernice.

DiTullio, Alfred R. – passed away October 13, 2011. Fred retired from the MTO 
in North Bay in June 1993 after 34 years of service. Fred is survived by his wife 
Margaret, three stepchildren and was a special grandpa to Krista & Sabrina.

Golightly, Wayne L. – passed away peacefully at his residence on January 16, 
2011 at the age of 71. Wayne was retired from the MTO Stratford District with 32 
years of service as an operator with the forestry crew and snow plow driver. He is 
sadly missed by wife Bonnie, sons Doug & Dennis, daughter Charlene, 5 grand-
children, 2 great grandchildren and MTO friends.

Halton, David – passed away December 28, 2011. He worked at the Old Whitby 
Psychiatric Hospital for 25 years and retired in 1997. Survived by his wife Linda, 
son Phillip, daughter Heather and their families. Dave suffered for 14 years with 
ALS and is now at peace.

Harrison, Clement George – passed away October 20, 2011. A long time em-
ployee of the Ministry of Corrections at the Don Jail and also at the Toronto East 
Detention Center before retiring in 1989. Clem is sadly missed by his wife Anne, 
son Stuart, two daughters Barbara and Colleen and six grandchildren.

Hodgson, Ronald (Rick) H.(OPP Badge #1860) - passed away October 25, 
2011. Rick served at Morrisburg, Long Sault, Nepean, Bells Corners and Brampton 
Detachments before retiring as a Superintendent from GHQ Toronto on October 
31, 1992.  Rick is survived by his wife Shirley and children Cindy and Susie. 

Hogg, (Robert) Darryl P. Eng. -  passed away suddenly on November 12, 2011.  
Darryl was employed by the Ministry of Environment, Central Region, for 27 years.  
He is mourned by his wife Frances and children Lisa, David, Andrew and Graeme.

Howell, Donald J. -  passed away June 20, 2011. Don worked for MTO in Ottawa 
and Renfrew as a Supervisor in Pembroke for 28 years. He is survived by wife 
Norma and children Wendy, Peter, 8 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren.

Kolohon, William (Bill) (OPP Badge # 2070) - passed away February 6, 2012. 
Bill served at Walkerton, London, Hornepayne and Tobermory Detachments before 
retiring as a Corporal from Meaford Detachment on May 31, 1988. Bill is survived 
by his wife Dawn and children Jawn, Ruth-Anne and Mark. 

Marshall, John (Allan) (OPP Badge #4423) - passed away on December 29, 
2011.  Allan served at the Sudbury Detachment before retiring as a Constable 
from the Woodstock Detachment on March 31, 1986.  Allan is survived by his wife 
Jane and daughter Maureen.  
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McLoughlin, Brian William - passed away on October 23, 2011, at the 
age of 78, after a battle with cancer. He was a loving father to Michael 
(Sandra) and Kelly Jane (Warren) and beloved husband to Maria. Uncle 
‘B’ will be fondly remembered by all his nieces and nephews. His former 
positions included Assistant Deputy Minister of the Attorney General/
Courts and Member of the Ontario Municipal Board.

Murray,Garry (Pie) - passed away September 16, 2011. Garry was 
a Forestry Foreman working out of the Stratford/London Southwest 
Region and retired in 1996. Garry is survived and sadly missed by his 
wife Cathy, daughters Jody and Angela, son-in-law Kevin and grandson 
Kaissen.

Park, Earl J. (OPP Badge #1424) - passed away on October 16, 2011.  
Earl served at Belleville, Brantford and Niagara Detachments before 
retiring as a Corporal from the Cayuga Detachment on December 31, 
1983.  Earl is survived by his children Dorothy and David and pre-de-
ceased by his wife Dorothy Marie. 

Riley, Patrick (Pat) - passed away at the age of 44 on October 5, 2011 
after a year’s battle with cancer.  Patrick worked as a Correction Officer 
with the Bluewater Youth Centre-Goderich, Walkerton Corrections and 
Stratford Corrections for 21 years.  He is sadly missed by his mother, 
Susan and BRO “Duke” and predeceased by his father Leslie.

Simpson, W Ivan - passed away on October 9, 2011 in his 92nd year.  
He was an assistant manager at the LCBO in St Thomas prior to his 
retirement. Ivan is survived by his wife Hazel and daughters Carol and 
Nancy.

Simpson, Hamilton - passed away October 1, 2011. Hamilton was an 
inspector for M.C.C.R, he moved on to TSSA when they took over and 
he retired in 2006. He is sadly missed by his wife Renee and his loving 
family.

Starr, Jack B – passed away Nov. 30, 2011 at the age of 81. He is sur-
vived by his wife Elizabeth, sons Neil and Brian and grandchildren Mat-
thew, Nicole, Andee and Connor and his nephew Robert Starr. He retired 
in 1988 after 33 years with the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources.

Taylor, Leonard – passed away on June 16, 2011 at the age of 86. 
Leonard served with the Ministry of Transportation at the Port Dover Lift 
Bridge. Len is survived by wife Norma, sons Scott and Brian, daughters 
Joan and Lisa and several grand children.

Thoms, Donald J. (OPP Badge #1752) - passed away on October 26, 
2011.  Don served at Belleville Detachment before retiring as a Con-
stable from the Picton Detachment on June 30, 1987.  Don is survived 
by his wife Sue and sons Douglas and John.  

Tierney, Myrna – Passed away on April 10, 2011 at the age of 97.  
Myrna was a Secretary to the Deputy Minister of Education and retired 
in 1978. She will be lovingly missed by her daughter, Lynne, son-in-law 
Darrin and her much loved grandchildren Meaghan and Scott.

The Quarter Century Club would like to 
send our deepest condolences to all of 

our members who have lost loved ones. 
If you have an obituary for a Quarter 
Century Club member that you would 
like published in our quarterly 

newsletter, please send your obituary 
to qcclub@ontario.ca. Alternatively, you 

can send it to the QCC offi ce at: 880 Bay Street, 
2nd Floor, Toronto, ON, M7A 2B6. 



If you are covered by two or more health and dental benefits 
plans, you can coordinate your benefit coverage across the 
plans.  The maximum amount that you can receive from all 
plans is 100% of eligible expense. COB only applies to eligible 
expenses under the Supplementary Health and Hospital (in-
cluding Vision Care and Hearing Aids) and dental plans.
COB can involve multiple insurance carriers and benefit plans, 
claims must be submitted in a specified order which is deter-
mined by the person (you, your spouse, or dependent child) to 
whom the claim expenses apply. 

Claims for you and your spouse: 
If you and your spouse have coverage under different benefit 
plans, the order for submission of claims is as follows: 

• If the claim is for you, send it to your plan first and then to 
your spouse’s plan;  
• If the claim is for your spouse, send the claim to your 
spouse’s plan first and then to your plan 
If you and your spouse are both covered under the same plan, 
the carrier should automatically coordinate the payment of 
your benefits upon receipt of a single claim form that provides 
this information.  

Coordinating claims for Dependent children: 
If you are claiming expenses for your children, and both you 
and your spouse have coverage under the same or different 
plans, send the first claim to the plan of the parent whose 
birthday (month and day) comes first in the calendar year. 
When you receive payment from this plan, send a second claim

  

 
 
 
 

to the other parent’s plan, for the balance remaining, if any, 
along with supporting claim information. For example, if your 
birthday is May 1 and your spouse’s birthday is June 5, you 
must claim under your plan first, then have your spouse file a 
claim under his/her plan once you receive payment.   

If you and your spouse are separated or divorced and there is 
a sole custody arrangement, claims must be submitted in the 
following order:

1. plan of the parent with custody of the child 
2. plan of the spouse of the parent with custody of the child 
(if the parent with custody has remarried or has a 
common-law spouse, the new spouse’s plan should 
pay benefits for the dependent child)
3. plan of the parent not having custody 
4. if applicable, plan of the spouse of the parent not having 
custody of the child  

If you and your spouse are separated or divorced, and you have 
shared/joint custody, submit dependent child claims in the fol-
lowing order:

1. plan of the birth parent whose birth date occurs first in the 
year (primary parent)  
2. plan of the other (secondary) birth parent 
3. plan of the spouse of the primary birth parent    
4. plan of the spouse of the secondary birth parent  

For COB purposes, the terms of each plan, including any pay-
ment maximums, will determine the eligibility of your claim and 
the benefit payable from each plan.  
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Article submitted by Edwin Harrigan

Coordination of Benefits (COB)
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QCC TOYOTA PURCHASING PROGRAM

 

(905) 668-4792 • Toll Free 1-877-686-2228
1025 Dundas Street West, Whitby

Your Frequently asked questions are answered at: www.whitbytoyota.com · gary.abraham@whitbytoyota.com

2012 Yaris Hatchback

2012 Camry LE

2012 Prius V

Gary has pledged courteous knowledgeable service to QCC membership. An appointment is required.

QCC members now have the opportunity to 
purchase or lease new Toyota vehicles from an 
experienced automotive professional, in a “no 
hassle or haggle” environment with excellent 
savings.
Gary Abraham of Whitby Toyota has been 
selected as your in dealer co-ordinator.

To qualify call Gary BEFORE
You arrive at Whitby Toyota

All Hybrid models 
are included in this program.

Whitby Toyota Service is rated one of 
Canada’s Top 6 by Toyota Canada.

QCC Members save 10% off
any hearing aid purchase!

Every day, all year round, we have
hearing aids starting as low as $995.

We guarantee we’ll beat anyone else’s prices
by $50.

No matter where you purchased your hearing
aids, join our Battery Club and get 3 months of
batteries for FREE! Ongoing, they cost just
$1.99 a pack!

With over 100 locations across Ontario, doctors
refer more patients to ListenUP! than anywhere else
in the province. Call today to schedule your free
check-up at ListenUP! Canada... your hearing aid
experts for life!™ Please see store for all the details.

Come to ListenUP! Canada first!
2011 
Yuletide

The Yuletide reception, held on December 6th, 2011 
was a hit with over 280 QCC members attending. Brian 
Watts and David Du Launay once again did an excellent 
job in entertaining the crowd with seasonal music and 
popular songs.  

As usual, there was great food and snacks to go along 
with all the great company who were in attendance. This 
year’s Yuletide event also saw the launch of QCC’s new 
improved website which was very exciting for everyone.

Door prizes were provided by our partners Johnson Inc., 
Relocation Services, Superior Tire & Auto, Senior Tours, 
Whitby Toyota, Collette Vacations, Listen Up!, Telus, PIC 
and the QCC. 

See page 9 for Door Prize Winners.
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Mortgage, RSP or TFSA? How to 
Decide Where to Put your Money
By Charlie Tsai, VP, Wealth Planning Support, TD Waterhouse

With the markets being rattled by turmoil recently, many inves-
tors may be apprehensive about contributing to their registered 
Retirement Savings Plan (RSP) or Tax-Free Savings Account 
(TFSA) – especially if they also have the option of paying down 
their mortgage.

Paying down your mortgage allows you to reduce your interest 
costs in the long run and be mortgage-free sooner. On the other 
hand, contributing to your RSP or TFSA can help you build your 
savings for retirement.

An RSP contribution is tax deductible and the amount contributed 
can grow on a tax-deferred basis. Contributions to a TFSA can 
grow on a tax-free basis. TFSAs also provide additional flexibility 
in that amounts can be withdrawn tax-free in one year and put 
back into the TFSA in a subsequent year.

Factors to consider
The decision to pay down the mortgage or invest in an RSP or 
TFSA will depend on each investor’s unique situation and prefer-
ence. In most cases, the general rule is typically to pay down 
personal debts first, especially if your investment rate of return is 
less than the mortgage interest rate. Paying down the mortgage 
also limits risk by decreasing your debt exposure.

It may be more favourable to contribute to your RSP or TFSA 
rather than pay down your mortgage in the following situations:
• If your mortgage rate is low;
• If you are able to deduct the interest portion of your mortgage 
payments, as is commonly the case with rental properties;
• If you are in a high tax bracket, which means your RSP contri-
bution will generate a greater tax benefit than if you were in a 
lower bracket; or
• If you have a long investment time horizon, since this increases 
the compounding effects on investment growth inside an RSP 
and TFSA.

Additional options include contributing to your RSP and using any 
tax refund to pay down your mortgage, contributing to a TFSA to 
establish an emergency fund, and splitting your available funds 
between paying down the mortgage and contributing to your RSP 
or TFSA. Of course, there is always the option of contributing both 
your TFSA and RSP, to make the most of these tax-advantaged 
saving opportunities.

RSP versus TFSA
Where it may be preferable to contribute to an RSP or TFSA, 
which one should you choose? The common answer to this 
question is to contribute to whichever one will generate a higher 
after-tax income when the funds are withdrawn.

If your current tax rate is higher than your tax rate at the time of 
withdrawal, then contributing to an RSP will likely produce a higher 
after-tax income. Conversely, where your tax rate at the time of with-
drawal is higher than your current tax rate, contributing to a TFSA 
will likely produce a higher after-tax income.

If the tax rate is the same, then both strategies will generally 
produce the same after-tax income. In this scenario, the TFSA 
strategy may be more advantageous because TFSA income does not 
affect your eligibility for federal income-tested government benefits 
such as Old Age Security (OAS) and the Guaranteed Income 
Supplement (GIS).

Key Deadlines and Maximums
• 2011 RSP contribution deadline: February 29, 2012
• 2011 maximum RSP contribution: 18% of your earned income in 
2010 to a maximum of $22,450 (less any pension adjustment)
• 2012 maximum TFSA contribution: $5,000/$5,000* + amounts 
withdrawn in 2011 or prior years + unused contribution 
carried forward.

*The TFSA contribution limit is expected to be announced by the 
Canada Revenue Agency in early 2012. It is indexed based on the 
inflation rate for 2011 and the amount will be rounded to the 
nearest $500.

Article submitted by Albert Simonetta, 
TD Waterhouse Private Client Services
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C
ongratulations to QCC mem-
ber and MGS Associate Dep-
uty Minister, Angela Coke for 
her life-time achievement 

Award at the Ottawa Public Sec-
tor Quality Fair 
held February 
7th. In her accep-
tance speech she 
reminded us that 
we should look for 
value in all that 

we do as public servants. Recognition and 
learning opportunities are key to ensuring 
we build up our “change muscles” in these 
challenging times ahead.  

The Board will be meeting to discuss the QCC’s future – top 
priorities:  Governance will be led by Murray Chitra and he 
will discuss how we ensure our younger associate members 
are engaged in QCC activities.  Financial strategy will be led 
by Len Marino and he will will discuss how we can ensure 
the QCC’s financial stability and improve service to members 
with a longer term outlook.

Finally, recognition will be discussed with the view to answer-
ing the question “should we extend associate membership to 
OPSers with 10 years of service in order to begin the process 
of encouraging and recognizing public service at an earlier 
stage than we do presently?” We’re also looking at enhanc-

ing the quarterly newsletter to provide 
more content. We plan to include stories 
that highlight the past glories of the OPS 
and the present activities that might be of 
interest to QCC members. Have a story to 
tell?  Then send it in! Make sure your sub-
mission is under 1000 words and include 
your name and your affiliation with the 
OPS, past or present. If possible send us a 
picture too. Hope to see you at the AGM on 

Monday June 18, 2012 from 4-7pm. My term as president will 
be ending and I’ll be stepping down. Thank you for the privi-
lege of serving you at the QCC. What we do as the QCC will be 
posted on a revitalized QCC website. Bookmark www.qcclub.
gov.on.ca and keep checking for new products, information 
and links to useful sites.

Cheers! Vic Pakalnis, QCC President 
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President’s Corner

Johnson
Gift Basket – Leo Ambroziak
Gift Basket – Ada Chow 
Gift Basket – Ann Hamilton 
Picnic Basket – Helen Goon 
Picnic Basket – Caridad Barbero 

Senior Tours
Tote – Bert Bacchus 
Money Pouch and Luggage Tag 
– Anna Figliano Bellissimo 
Travel Game Case 
– Sheldon Benner 
Passport Folder 
– Christina Cabling 
Travel Toiletry Case 
– Thomas Thompson 
Travel Wallet and Document Holder 
– Irene Hrebile

Superior Tire
$50 Gift Certificate – Maximus Korman
$50 Gift Certificate – Elaine Lincoln

Relocation Services
Gift Basket – Shirley Cabral
Gift Basket – Lesla Dmytryszyn

Collette Vacations 
Travel Book – Coralie Phillips

Whitby Toyota
2 Oil & Filter changes – Raziya Jessa
2 Oil & Filter changes – Rabea K. Alkins

PIC
Mug – Stella Layne
Mug – Cherry Cheung
Letter Opener – Bob Hanson
Letter Opener – Anna Mihaljek

Telus
Blackberry Playbook – Mary Macdonald

Listen Up! Canada
Amplified Phone – K. Betty Hill

QCC
Red Poinsettia – Miriam Irwin 
Red Poinsettia – Anne Cairns  
Red Poinsettia – Anne Gehani 
Red Poinsettia – Geanette Peter 
Red Poinsettia – Bud Tagney 
Red Poinsettia 
– Maria Mikelenas-McLoughlin 

QCC celebrates Quality and Change!

The Plains of Africa
Kenya Wildlife Safari
14 DAYS • 33 MEALS 
$5184*

2012 departure dates:
Oct 13, 20, 27

2013 departure dates:
Jan 10; Feb 14, 28

For more information, contact the Sears Travel Branch nearest you at 
1.866.flysears, call 877.454.8562 or visit www.collettevacations.ca/qcc.

*Rates are per person, land only, double occupancy and vary by date of departure. Africa rate includes National Park fees. 1Travellers receive gift card
after travel has occurred. †Not valid on group travel. Service is offered on all air-inclusive departures when within 100 km radius from most major
Canadian gateways. One transfer per room booking. Additional stops are not permitted on route. Other restrictions may apply; call for details.

Travel Industry Council of Ontario Reg. # 3206405  BC Reg. #23337

Italy’s Treasures
Art, Food & Wine of Italy 

2012 departure dates:
Sept 2, 29; 
Oct 8, 13, 20, 27

$50 VISA 
Gift Card

with every
booking!1

CHANGE THE WAY

YOU SEE
ORLDW

THE

Explorations rewards travelers with new per-
spectives. These are the personal adven-
tures that today’s cultural explorers dream of.

PER PERSON, 
LAND ONLY

12 DAYS • 17 MEALS 
$3549*

PER PERSON, 
LAND ONLY

2011 Yuletide Door Prize Winners!
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COOKING INSTRUCTIONS

1. Cook pasta according to 
package instructions.

2. Heat the olive oil in a non-
stick skillet. Sauté asparagus 
in the pan over medium heat 
for about 3 minutes with garlic. 
Add chicken broth and mush-
room slices; cook 3 minutes 
more.

3. Drain pasta, and transfer 
to a serving dish. Gently toss 
pasta with asparagus mixture; 
sprinkle with Parmesan, pars-
ley and crushed red pepper.

Recipe from QCC staff 
member Kevin Man

Angel Hair 
Pasta with 
Asparagus

INGREDIENTS

• 250 grams angel hair pasta 
• 1 tablespoon olive oil
• 1-1/2 pounds fresh aspara-
gus, trimmed and cut into 1 inch 
pieces 
• 1/4 cup chicken broth 
• 2 cloves garlic, chopped fine
• 1/2 pound fresh mushrooms, 
sliced 
• 1/2 teaspoon crushed red pep-
per
• 1/2 cup grated Parmesan 
cheese
• 1/4 cup chopped fresh parsley

*feel free to add your favourite fresh, in 
season, springtime vegetables or your 
favourite fresh herbs to this recipe*

OPS Quarter Century Club
2nd Floor, 880 Bay Street
Toronto, Ontario
M7A 2B6

FSC 
INFO

2 0 1 2  D A T E S  T O  R E M E M B E R
May 14  Submission deadline - QCC Summer Newsletter 
May 24/25     OPP Vets Assoc. AGM
June 18  QCC AGM
June 18  MTO Reconnection Golf Tournament
August 15 MNR Retiree Picnic
August 20 Submission deadline - QCC Fall Newsletter 
October 14 Submission deadline - QCC Winter Newsletter 

Phone: 416.325.1333 or 1.800.561.8657
Fax: 416.325.1449 Email: qcclub@ontario.ca
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2 Q C C  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

PRESIDENT  
Vic Pakalnis

VICE PRESIDENT
Susan Ksiezopolski

SECRETARY TREASURER
Len Marino

DIRECTORS 
Hope Boehm
Ed Clinton
Art Daniels
Frank Kehoe
Elizabeth McKnight

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Murray Chitra

Nick Perera
Ken Sandhu
Debra Tackaberry
Gail Ure
Sybil Wilkinson
Harry Yesayan

A springtime sauté of tender spears of fresh asparagus tossed 
with angel hair pasta, mushrooms, Parmesan and fresh herbs 

makes a lovely lunch or light supper.

QCC FUN CORNER 
Challenge your mind and complete the puzzle below.  

   3 9    5 

9       4 1 

  8  4 6 9  3 

4 7 6     5  

  2 6  3 4   

 8     2 1 6 

8  4 5 1  7   

2 1       4 

6    3 7    

TIP: To solve the puzzle, each row, column and block must 
contain one of the numbers from "1" to "9". No number may 

appear more than once in any row, column, or block. When the 
entire grid is full, the puzzle is solved. 


